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%  Lincoln  ^rt  ^xljibtt 

by  Lloyd  Ostendorf 
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jarrogate,  ^cmtessee 


JUNE  6,  7,  8,  1969 


COVER:  Abraham  Lincoln  poses  in  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel  in  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  for  Sculptor  Thomas  D.  Jones  of  Cincinnati. 
Jones  modeled  the  President-Elect  from  late  December,  1860 
to  February,  1861.    Drawing  by  Lloyd  Ostendorf. 


The  Lincoln  Art  Exhibit  is  by  Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf, 
renowned  illustrator,  portrait  painter,  free  lance  artist, 
and  author  from  Dayton,  Ohio.  His  original  works  of 
art  on  exhibit  here  include  oil  portraits,  pastels,  water- 
color  and  wash  and  ink  illustrations. 

A  highlight  of  the  Exhibit  is  the  showing  of  twenty- 
two  framed  paintings  and  drawings  of  Lincoln  and  a 
display  of  the  twenty-six  known  photographs  of  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln.  These  are  mounted  enlargements  of  all 
her  pictures  which  were  printed  in  Ostendorf's  most 
recent  book,  The  Photographs  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln, 
from  the  Illinois  Historical  Library,  Springfield,  Illinois. 
This  will  be  the  first  public  exhibition  of  all  the  known 
photographs  of  Mrs.  Mary  Todd  Lincoln. 

A  recognized  authority  on  Lincoln  and  the  Lincoln 
era,  Ostendorf  also  offers  a  variety  of  illustrated  talks 
entitled,  The  Magnetism  of  Lincoln,  Lincoln's  Brand  of 
Humor,  Home  Life  with  the  Lincolns,  Assassination  At- 
tempts, Lincoln's  Visit  to  Dayton,  Lincoln's  Youth,  Lin- 
coln-Kennedy Parallels,  and  The  Face  of  Lincoln. 

In  1963,  Ostendorf  and  Charles  Hamilton  published 
Lincoln  in  Photographs,  an  Album  of  Every  Known  Pose. 
In  addition,  he  is  the  author  of  two  other  books,  Mr. 
Lincoln  Came  to  Dayton,  and  A  Picture  Story  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  has  also  illustrated  more  than  a  score  of 
books,  school  texts,  readers,  histories,  biographies,  and 
educational  periodicals.  Among  them  is  Adin  Baber's 
Lincoln  with  Compass  and  Chain,  and  Lincoln's  Lost 
Speech. 


Dr.  Ostendorf  was  twice  president  of  the  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Civil  War  Round  Table  and  has  spoken  to  other 
Round  Tables.  Since  1957,  he  has  been  art  editor  of  the 
Lincoln  Herald,  a  publication  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
University  Press.  He  is  a  member  of  numerous  historical 
and  art  societies  and  has  been  an  officer  of  some. 

He  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  national  Lincoln 
Sesquicentennial  Commission  (1959)  and  is  a  fellow  in 
the  Royal  Society  of  Arts,  London.  Awards  include  the 
George  Washington  Honor  Medal  from  the  Freedoms 
Foundation  at  Valley  Forge  and  the  1966  Lincoln  Diploma 
of  Honor  from  Lincoln  Memorial  University,  Harrogate, 
Tennessee. 

In  1958,  Dr.  Ostendorf  was  national  award  winner 
in  a  contest  for  design  of  the  Chicago  Lincoln  statue 
at  Lincoln,  Lawrence  and  Western  Avenues.  From  photo- 
graphs in  his  private  collection  he  writes  a  feature 
"Faces  Lincoln  Knew"  for  the  Lincoln  Herald.  Pictures 
from  his  large  Civil  War  collection  appear  in  the 
American  Heritage  "Picture  History  of  the  Civil  War." 
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"The  Angry  Lincoln"     drawn  by  Lloyd  Ostendorf 


PHOTOCOPY 
(original  in  safe) 


(original  in  safe) 


T 


(original  in  safe) 


t&m* 


ft,,.  -r- 

II 


(original  in  safe) 


(original  in  safe) 


THE      DAYTON      HERALD,     S'ATt 


At  15  Lloyd  Has  Been  Drawing  12  Years 


R.  LLOYD  OSTENDORF 


Drawing  a  Day  for  Years, 
Is  Record  of  Dayton  Student 


A  drawing  a  day,  since  he  was 
just  a  boy,  is  the  record  made  by 
ft.  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  15-year-old 
Stivers  high  school  sophomore, 
who  has  a  mad  desire  for  doing 
portraits  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
shown  ,  herewith  surrounded  by 
many  of  the  pieces  of  his  Lincoln 
collection. 

It  is  many  pens  and  pencils  that 
Lloyd  has  worn  out  creating  these 
studies  of  the  martyred  president, 
for  this  chap  began  wielding  draw- 
ing sticks  when/  but  three  years 
old.  That  he  should  turn  to  this 
type  of  work  is  not  unusual,  for  he 


springs    from    a   familv 
many   have    ma^' 
like   man" 
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(original  in  safe) 


June   16,    1937 


Louis  A.  Warren 

.Director  of  the  Lincoln  national  Life  foundation. 

Ft.  Wayne  ,  Ind. 


Lear  Mr«  Warren  : 

Having  read  your  interesting  articles 

about  collecting  pictures  of  Lincoln,  I  am  writing  you 

this  letter*  I  never  realized  what  a  nation  wide  hobby 

LINCOLHIAHA  was  until  1   got  Jiold  of  the  February 

issue  of  the  magazine. 

I  am  an  ardent  student  of  LINCOLN IAHA, 

and  am  always  interested  in  any  activities  connected 

with  Lincoln.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  assembling 

and  mounting  my  pictures  of  Lincoln,  his  family  t 

homes  ,  and  many  of  the  passing  Civil  War  veterans. 

Most  all  my  pictures  are,  however,  from  news 

papers  and  magazines. 

lay  greatest  desire  is  to  become  the  greatest 

Lincoln  artist  since  jjouglas  Volk,  who  died 

last  year  in  Feb.  1936  when  I  began  my  Lincoln 

work. 

Please    send  me   the   pictures  you   offered 

in   the  HOBBY   magazine.      stam  ps    are   enclosed. 
Pi     bWUKBP   D  WHAT  UMJ  POTW  ,  V   ,„j(  ~ 


Oct.endorf,  LI       i 


Portrait  Artist   Likes   His   Lincoln 


The  greatest  living  portrat- 
ist  of  Lincoln. 

That's  what  A.  Lloyd 
Ostendorf,  jr.,  15,  would  like 
to  become?  His  family  is  artis- 
tic. His  own  pictures  have  won 
exhibitions,  and  he  is  employed  by 
a  Dayton,  Ohio,  newspaper,  as  illus- 
trator. 

"Since  I  was  3  I  have  averaged  a 
drawing  a  day,"  Lloyd  writes  from 
1060  Grand  avenue,  Dayton.  "I  hope 
this  experience  will  help  me  as  a 
cartoonist  or  commercial  illustrator. 

"But  I  have  a  mad  desire  to 
be  a  noted  Lincoln  artist." 

Newfactt — A  touch  of  "Lincoln 
fever"  leaves  a  permanent  hobby. 
For  10  years  Donald  Turney,  18,  of 
Decatur,  111.,  has  collected  Lincoln 
material,  once  bicycled  east  to 
Washington,  D,  C,  to  visit  shrines 
en  route,  '  * .  •  Since  Lincoln  was 
shot  no  plays,  have  been  given  at 
Ford's  Theater  in  Washington.  D.  C. 
It  is  a  Lincoln  Museum. 
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June  21,  19"7 


k.   Lloyd  Oatendorf 
1060  Grand  Avpnue 
Dayton,  Ohio 

De~>r  v'.r.  Octendorfs 

In  T>r.  "3p.rven'«s  ^hys^nce  from  the  city 
I  ill  try  to  sus1  er  '/our  letter  of  the  ISth. 

Under  se-  .r  be  cover  we  sre  sending 
vo\i  the  packet  ..f  Picture 3  rhich  you  regueHt.3d 
«nd  e   hope  they  -,-i1"1  be  of  interest  to  you. 

I  \x  sure  Dr.  »\«r  .;n  *;ill  «fjr  e  »ith 
me  t  *  you  hnve  ret  yourself  n  high  and  worthy 
ambition  e.nd  say  you  ">e  oucnessful. 

2 ours  very  truly, 


Secretary  to   Dr.  Warren 


(original  in  safe) 


July  14,  19  Jf 


l'r.  A.  Lloyd  Osten&orf 
1060  Grand  Ave* 
Dayton,  Hhio 

Dear  Mr*  Ostendorf  t 

PuriBjj  ^  ab&eiicft  your  letter  of 
Jvuie  18  arrived  and  you  **jo/  l»e  assure  we  a£*a  greatly 
interested  In  your  work  c^e'dally.  of  course,  your 
interest  in  Lincoln. 

T  ma  tbiJUi^  occasion  to   send  you  *4  th  j*t 
par.rft  LJ.T^ntg  •^ii'-^i©  reproductions  cf  original  photo* 
gffapha  laaioh  you  aay  wir^h  to  have  for  your  collection. 
Wfe  are  alsc  placing;  yotvp  aane  on  our  nailing  Hat  for 
Tinoola  Lory,  a  weakly  publication  which  yf*  issue  and 
$U  j  t?hldh  I  think  you  will  enjoy  receiving.     Wile  la  also 

pent  with  our  co%<li;Jtants. 

If  you  feel  we  can  assist  you  In  any  ^;ay 
hy  further  contributiona  to  your  collection,  we  will 
be  vqtj  happy  to  do  so. 

V&ry  truly  yours, 


LAW fl8  Director 


iim 


(original  in  safe) 
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A.  LLOYD      OSt6MX)ORF 
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July  21.   1937 


Mr,  A,  Lloyd  Ostendorf 
1060  Grand  ±wenue 
Dayton,  Ohio 

My  dear  Sir; 

'.S3  are  In  receipt  of  the  vary  interesting  drawing  «hich 
you  have  made,   which  I  feel  rather  flatters  me,  "but  doss  justice 
to  Lincoln,  and  I  again  find    &&  mlt  under  obligation  to  you. 

Under  separate  cover  I  am  sanding  sons  raore  odd  a  and 
end©  isfoieh  iaay  be  inter-isting,         for  your  library. 

V!e  will  va%u  with  interest  your  dev^loyuent  as  an 
Interpreter  of  Lincol%     and  are  quite  sura  you  have  a  vary 
promising  future  before  you. 

Tory  truly  yours, 


UWctf) 


Director 
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July  18,  1952 


Mr.  Lloyd  Gstendorf 
225  Lookout  Drive 
Dayton  9,   Gbio 

My  dear  Mr.  Ostendorf : 

We  hava  knotm  the  story  of  the  Hickua  fainting  for  taaay 
years  and  vhils  ve  cannot  question  that  the  painting  ves  uade  by 
Mickuin,  if  so  he  vas  greatly  assisted  by  a  photograph  of  Lincoln 
aade  in  Bev  York  in  i860. 

Bryan  in  his  book  on  Lincoln  in  Ohio  does  not  support 
the  supposition  that  Lincoln  stayed  at  the  Phillips  Bouse  except 
possibly  for  a  meal  but  apparently  he  ves  at  Columbus  on  the  night 
of  September  16  and  at  Cincinnati  on  the  night  of  September  17. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 
L.  A.  barren: J£ 

PS. 

Thanks  very  ouch  for  the  clipping  and  the  excellent  zipss- 
duct  Ion  of  the  painting  of  Lincoln  which  you  have  achieved. 

LJL.V. 


Ostendorf,    Lloyd 


DAYTON,  OHIO,  FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  12,  1954 


"Hon?  Large  Of  Mould" 

"FROM  THIS  mule  witness  understand  what  Lincoln  was — how 
large  of  mould" — four  score  and  nine  yean  have  passed,  but 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  still  a  pulsing  force  to  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  225 
Lookout  drive,  a  commercial  artist.      He   has  been   collecting   Lin- 

colnia   since   1934,   is   now   finishing   an    oil   painting   from   a   life 

mask.     He  also  drew  the  editorial  page  cartoon  on  fuge  4.    (Staff 

photo  bj(  Morris  t'awcett) 


JOURNAL     HERALD,     DAYTON,     OHIO,     FRIDAY,     FEBRUARY     12,     1954 
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Bulletin    of   the    Lincoln    National    Foundation  ------  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 

Published  each  week  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Number  1306 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


April  19,  1954 


MOST  SIGNIFICANT  CARTOON  —  FEBRUARY  12,  1954 


Lloyd  Ostendorf  is  the  creator  of  the  Lincoln  cartoon 
appearing  in  the  Journal-Herald  of  Dayton,  Ohio  which 
members  of  the  Foundation  Advisory  Committee  chose 
as  the  most  significant  cartoon  published  on  February 
12,  1954.  The  drawing  entitled  "From  These  Honored 
Dead"  which  is  reproduced  on  this  sheet  has  all  those 
qualifications  which  one  looks  for  in  an  outstanding 
editorial  cartoon. 


and  the  name  of  cartoonist  and  newspaper  where  the 

cartoon  was  displayed: 

Undiminished 

Alexander,  Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin 
A  Good  Slogan  For  The  Day 

Berryman,  Washington,  D.  C,  Evening  Star 
A  Needed  Lesson 


The  portrait  of  Lincoln 
is  unusually  fine  and  sets 
it  apart  from  the  average 
work  of  art  in  newspaper 
contributions.  One  is 
bound  to  inquire  how  the 
artist  has  produced  such 
a  sympathetic  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Civil  War 
President.  Fortunately  the 
editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  has 
some  knowledge  of  the 
artist's  advancement.  Back 
in  1937  Lloyd  Ostendorf, 
a  high  school  pupil  at 
Dayton,  was  presented  by 
bhe  editor  with  a  collection 
of  Lincoln  pictures  and  in 
the  letter  of  appreciation 
acknowledging  the  same 
the  youth  said  he  desired 
to  become  "the  greatest 
Lincoln  artist  since  Doug- 
las Volk"  who  had  recent- 
ly passed  away  and  whose 
work  Ostendorf  greatly 
admired.  Or  to  put  his 
great  passion  in  another 
form  he  stated:  "I  have 
a  mad  desire  to  be  a  noted 
Lincoln  artist."  Although 
he  started  drawing  at 
three  years  of  age,  only 
seventeen  years  have 
passed  since  he  began 
featuring  Lincoln  as  a 
hobby.  He  has  made  long 
strides  towards  the  goal 
of  his  boyhood  dreams  and 
not  only  having  produced 
some  commendable  oil 
paintings  of  Lincoln  but 
he  also  is  becoming  a 
leading  authority  on  authentic  Lincoln  photographs. 
Recently,  he  discovered  an  unpublished  Brady  print 
which  had  heretofore  escaped  students  of  Lincoln. 

At  a  time  so  many  boys  in  recent  years  engaged  in 
some  form  of  military  services  have  given  "the  last  full 
measure  of  devotion"  it  is  timely  that  the  caption  of 
the  cartoon  "From  These  Honored  Dead"  also  from  the 
Gettysburg  Address,  should  be  featured.  The  inspira- 
tional tone  injected  into  the  drawing  the  artist  dis- 
covered among  the  fragments  of  speeches  made  on  Lin- 
coln's trip  to  Kansas  in  December  1859. 

In  an  age  when  the  television  has  opened  new  fields 
of  opportunity  for  illustrators  we  trust  Mr.  Ostendorf 
may  keep  the  portrait  of  Lincoln  and  what  he  stood  for, 
continually  before  the  people,  in  an  impressive  and  inter- 
pretation as  the  cartoon  appearing  in  the  Journal-Herald 
for  February  12,  1954. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  other  Lincoln  drawings 
which  appeared  in  the  American  press  for  February  12. 
The  caption  used  gives  a  general  idea  of  the  emphasis 


"From  These  Honored  Dead" 


Brett,  Miami  Herald 

A    Statesman   Views    To- 
day's Statesmanship, 

Conrad, 
Denver  Post 
"cannot  endure  .  .  .  half- 
slave  and  half-free" 

Craig, 
Brooklyn  Eagle 
The  Eternal  Issue 

Evans,  Jr.,   Columbus, 

Ohio,  Evening  Dispatch 

Another  Time  of  Decision 

Fisher, 

Portland,   Ore.,  Journal 

McCarthy    Substituting 

For  Lincoln 

Fitzpatrick, 
St.  Louis  Post  Dispatch 
This  Is  His  Busy  Day 

Gale> 
San   Francisco   Examiner 

Sized  Up 

Holland,   Washington, 
D.  C,  Times-Herald 
Global  Significance 

Justus, 
Minneapolis  Star 
What  Would  He  Think? 

Knecht, 

Evansville,    Ind.,    Courier 

A  Consoling  Thought 

Lang,  Oklahoma  City, 

Daily  Oklahomian 

What,  Indeed 

McCutcheon,   Spokane, 

Spokesman-Review 

The     Wisdom     And     The 

Waning  Of  The  Youthful 

Lincoln 

Parrish, 
Chicago   Tribune 
In  The  Best  Republican  Tradition 

Pletcher,  Sioux  City  Journal 
Freedom  Is  What  You  Do  With  It 

Poinier,  Detroit  News 
Learning  By  The  Fireside 

Ray,  Kansas  City  Star 

"As  I  Would  Not  Be  A  Slave,  So  I  Would  Not  Be  A 
Master" 

Robinson,  Indianapolis  News 
And  A  Flame  Of  Freedom  Was  Born 

Russell,  Los  Angeles  Times 
History's  Reminder — "In  1858  Practiced  Partisan 
Politics" 

Sandeson,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  News-Sentinel 
He  Belongs  To  The  Ages 

Valtman,  Hartford,  Conn.,  Times 
His  Truth  Goes  Marching  On 

Werner,  Indianapolis  Star 
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Lincoln 

Artist 

Honored 

Here  to  Receive 
Prize  for  Sketch 

The  winner  of  $500  prize  for 
a  sketch  of  a  new  Chicago  Lin- 
coln statue  has  been  drawing 
pictures  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
since  he  was  a  boy. 

The  contest  for  a  statue  to  be 
erected  In  Lincoln  Square  — 
Lincoln,  Lawrence  and  Western 
—was  sponsored  by  the  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  Memorial  Commis- 
sion of  Illinois  and  the  Lincoln 
Square  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  winner,  Lloyd  Ostendorf. 
33,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  estimated 
he  has  drawn  and  painted  more 
than  1,000  studies  of  Lincoln 
and  collected  several  filing  cabi- 
nets of  Lincoln  pictures  in  the 
last  20  years. 


FOB  HIS  PRIZE  sketch.  "The 
Chicago  Lincoln,"  Ostendorf  en 
vlsioned  a  beardless  Lincoln  as 
he  had  appeared  to  Chicagoans 
during  the  10  years  he  visited 
here  before  his  presidential 
nomination  in  1860. 

"Studying:  and  drawing  Lin- 
coln always  has  been  a  sort 
of  avocation  with  me,  but  my 
biggest  thrill  was  to  win  an 
award    like   this,   one    which 
will  contribute  something  to 
Chicago,"  he  said. 
Ostendorf    was    in    the    city 
Thursday  to  attend  a  luncheon 
in  his  honor  in  the  restaurant  at 
4300  Lincoln. 


HE  WAS  presented  a  plaque  I 
for  his  winning  drawing  by  Leo 
Lerner,  chairman  of  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  Commission,  and 
Charles  L.  McPartlin.  president 
of  the  Lincoln  Square  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

Lerner,  community  newspa- 
per editor,  said  that  Rep.  Wil- 
liam E.  Pollock  (R.,  Chicago),  a 
member  of  the  commission,  will 
introduce  an  appropriation  bill 
for  the  14-foot  statue  during 
this  session  of  the  legislature. 


LINCOLN  ARTIST  Lloyd  Ostendorf  (letO,  S3,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  accepts  plaque  in  recognition  of  his  win- 
ning sketch  for  a  new  Lincoln  statue  here.  Charles  L. 
McPartlin,  president  of  the  Lincoln  Square  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  makes  the  presentation.  Ostendorf  also  re- 
.  ceived  a  $500  prize.  ,  r^  5  v 


PHOTOCOPY 
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OSTGNPORF 


FREE    LANCE    ILLUSTRATOR 


STUDIO    •    225   LOOKOUT  DRIVE 
DAYTON    9,    OHIO    •    WA    9234 


February  16   I95>5 


Dr.  Louis  A  Warren 

Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  take  pleasure  in  sending  along  to  you 
several  Lincoln  pieces  published  this  month  in  local 
papers  which  I  enjoyed  working  up  recently. 

The  large  cover  photograph  makes  a  handsome 
front  page  display  and  was  taken  from  my  small  negative  of 
your  very  fine  enlargement  at  your  Foundation.  Credit  for  its 
use  is  gratefully  given  on  page  two. 

The  editorial  cartoon  is  not  too  origional  an 
idea  you  will  note,  but  feel  that  the  idea  is  still  good 
enough  and  big  enough  to  "warm  over  "  again  at  this  time. 


My  origional  title  was 
changed  by  the  editor. 


CO-EXISTUNSE  "...  ?....but  that  was 


I  plan  to  vist  you  later  on  to  continue  my 
study  of  Lincoln's  photographs  which  is  progressing  quite 
well.  Mr.  Meserve  was  a  great  help  to  me  on  my  visit  to 
New  York  last  December. 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  Mr.  Meserve  is 
seriously  considering  selling  his  whole  collection  sb  a  unit, 
and  offered  it  to  me  if  I  wanted  to  buy  it.  I  told  him  I  would 
like  to  buy  it,  but  financially  it  was  way  out  of  my  means. 
He  has  a  far  greater  collection  than  I  dreamed.  He  saidfthought 
he  should  get  3  or   I4.  hundred  thousand  for  it  but  did  not  wish  to 
put  it  in  the  hands  of  a  broker.  He  claimed  he  could  use  the  moieey 
but  would  not  split  it  up  in  order  to  sell. 

And  that's  all  the  Lincoln  news  from  here, 
Best  Wishes, 


^fa-Bwy  in  1988 


Stir*?**  **" 


.:      AdODOIOHd  . 


PHOTOCOFY 


March  24,  1955 


Mr.  Lloyd  Gstendorf 

Dayton  9,  Ohio 

My  dear  Mr*  Ostendorf » 

Jvut  book  after  a  long  nine  weeks  itinerary  I  find 
your  letter  of  February  16  and  the  enclosure*  on  qy  desk.  May 
I  thank  you  especially  for  the  raany  interesting  items  and  also 
the  photograph  of  the  Lincoln  signature  on  the  letter  recently 
discovered* 

I  liked  your  cartoon  very  much  indeed  and  I  think 
that  the  art  work  in  Lincoln  alone  sets  it  sport  from  all  the 
others  in  the  contest*  However,  I  guess  the  judges  do  give 
soae  other  consideration  beside  the  excellency  of  the  drawing. 
I  do  hope,  however,  you  may  be  successful  in  the  enterprise 
as  you  was  last  year. 

I  have  read  with  very  great  interest  that  you  have 
received  the  prise  for  the  statue  to  be  erected  at  Chicago 
and  1  am  happy  to  know  that  there  is  a  prise  of  1500.00  goes 
along  with  it.  Congratulations  on  this  last  success. 

Will  be  happy  to  have  you  come  over  any  time  that 
you  find  it  convenient. 

Yetqr  truly  yours, 
LAVtWC  Director 


PHOTOCOPY 
(original  in  safe) 


- 


jEm  osreNPORF 

FREE    LANCE    ILLUSTRATOR 


STUDIO    •    225   LOOKOUT   DRIVE 
DAYTON    9,    OHIO    •    WA    9234 


Hay  17  1955 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Pound. 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


Thank  you  for  the  data  about  my  Lincoln  letter.  I  enclose 
the  newspaper  story  showing  the  photo  of  the  last  portion 
of  the  letter,  closing  phrase  and  signature...  I  will  try 
to  get  appraisals  on  it.  Off  hand  I  value  it  between  $>25?00. 
and  up  to  possibly  $  5000.   What's  your  unofficial  opinion  ? 

Is  it  not  the  second  longest  letter  Lincoln  ever  wrote  ? 
The  one  to  the  Albany  deligation"being  the  longest....  ? 

I  am  happy  to  enclose  the  original  cartoon  with  my  complements 
to  you...  Perhaps  you  can  get  a  better  reproduction  from  it. 

Incidently,  I  found  an  old  book  from  the  library  of 
Clement  L.  Vallandigham,  titled. ..  "A  Qollection  of  the 
Speeches  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  " 
Printed  in  Boston  July  1796 
This  title  page  bears  the  fancy  signature  of 

o^^^   J-*0™  -''■'i''*^ -&4A .     !~IL^?J' 
like  so  ....atop  the  title  page.... 


Who  is   Levi  Lincoln. 


Thanks  for  the  cartoon  honors  again  this  year...  I  am  deeply 
grateful  to  your  committee. 


I  remain  as  ever 

Very  truly  yours, 


Lloyd  Ostendorf       (/ 


rhUTOCOPY 
(original  in  safe) 


May  27,  1955 


Mr.  Lloyd  Ostendarf 
225  Lookout  Drive 
Dayton  9,  Ohio 

My  dear  Mr*  Ostendorf  i 

X  do  not  think  2  would  care  to  put  an  appraisal  on  the  Lincoln 
manuscript  which  you  hare  because  I  an  not  qualified  to  do  so.  Z  think 
some  autograph  dealer  would  give  you  an  estimate  but  I  doubt  seriously 
whether  it  would  bring  as  mush  money  as  $5,000.00  because  you  have  only 
a  few  words  by  Lincoln.  However,  I  think  it  is  a  valuable  document  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  the  original,  the  others  available  apparently  having 
been  copies. 

The  signature  of  Levi  Lincoln  which  you  have  is  a  descendant 
of  Samuel  Lincoln,  the  progenitor  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  so  they  are  of 
blood  relationship.  Levi.  Jr.  *s  father  was  the  attorney  general  in 
Thomas  Jefferson *s  cabinet  and  he  also  was  the  governor  of  Massachusetts « 
Levi  himself  became  governor  of  Massachusetts,  that  is,  Levi,  Jr.  and 
also  his  brother  Enoch  became  governor  of  the  State  of  Maine.  I  think 
that  the  book  would  be  well  worth  the  keeping  because  of  the  signature 
in  it  although  we  do  have  several  signatures  of  Levi  Lincoln,  Jr. 

I  am  sorry  I  have  delayed  so  long  in  getting  the  photographs 
off  but  the  photographer  that  does  our  work  is  very  difficult  to  get  in 
touch  with  as  he  works  nights  at  our  of f iceacross  town  but  I  expect  the 
pictures  are  not  pressing  but  we  will  get  them  to  you  just  as  soon  as 
it  is  convenient. 

Very  truly  yours. 
LAW/JR  Director 


■ 
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Beardless  Lincoln 
Picked  for  Statue 

Ohioan  Wins 
$500  Prize 


A  beardless  Abraham  Lincoln 
—as  he  looked  in  1860  when 
he  campaigned  in  Chicago — has 
been  picked  as  the  best  idea  lor 
a  new  Chicago  Lincoln  statue. 

The  statue  will  be  placed  in 
Lincoln  Square — Lincoln,  Law- 
rence and  Western — under  the 
supervision  of  the  Abraham  Lin- 
coln Memorial  Commission  ol 
Illinois. 

The  commission  and  the  Lin- 
coln Square  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce offered  $1,000  in  cash 
prizes  for  Ideas  for  the  statue. 
•  •  * 
THE  WINNING  IDEA,  called 
"The  Chicago  Lincoln,"  was  de- 
signed by  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  Day- 
ton, Ohio.  He  will  receive  the 
$500  first  prize. 

The  second  prize  of  $264 
went  to  Raider  E.  Nelson,  2251 
N.  Spau'.dlng,  Chicago,  and 
third  prize  to  Avard  Fair- 
banks of  (ho  University  of 
Utah,  sculptor  of  the  new 
Lincoln  statue  at  New  Salem, 
III. 

Third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  and 
seventh    prize    winners    were 
awarded  $50  each. 
»    •    * 
THE  WINNERS  were  selected 
from  hundreds  of  entries  sent 
in   from   all   over   the   United 
States. 
Judges  were  Ralph  Newman 


WINNING  SKETCH  for 
statue  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coin  as  he  looked  in  1H(>0, 
by  Lloyd  Ostendorf. 

of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Book 
Shop;  Lloyd  Miller,  Lincoln  col 
lector  and  Civil  War  battle 
expert;  Dr.  Harry  E.  Pratt,  di 
rector  of  the  Illinois  State  His 
torical  Library ;  Michael  S 
Lerner,  member  of  the  Civi 
War  Round  Table,  and  Harry 
Spellbrink,  president  of  the 
Commercial  National  Bank  of 
Chicago. 


68th  G-.  A.  HOUSE  BILL  NO.  338  IN  SENATE  1953 


1  Reported  from  House  June  16,  1953. 

2  Read  by  title,  ordered  printed,  and  to  a  first  reading. 


A  BILL 

For  an  Act  creating'  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Memorial  Commission,  prescribing  the 
powers  and  duties  thereof  and  making  an  appropriation  therefor. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State   of  Illinois,  represented  in  the 
General  Assembly : 

Section  1.     There  is  created  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Memorial  Commission, 

2  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  Commission,  to  consist  of  three  members,  one  to 

3  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 

4  of  Representatives  and  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  Pro  Tempore  of 

5  the  Senate.     Vacancies  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  as  original  appoint- 

6  ments.     The  members  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their  services  but  shall 

7  be  reimbursed  for  reasonable  expenses   incurred   in   the   performance   of   their 

8  duties.    The  Commission  shall  select  a  chairman  from  its  membership  and  pro- 

9  vide  rules  for  the  transaction  of  its  affairs. 

Sec.  2.     The  Commission  shall  make  a  study  of  the  triangular  area  in  the 

2  city  of  Chicago  bounded  by  Western  Avenue,    Lincoln    Avenue    and   Lawrence 

3  Avenue,  and  shall  select  a  recommended  location  within  such  triangular  area 

1430—250 


4  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  erection  of  a  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    The  Com- 

5  mission  shall  study  the  various  types  of  material  from  which  such  a  statue  can 

6  be  fabricated,  and  shall  select  a  recommended  material,   or  combination  of  ma- 

7  terials,  that  it  feels  will  be  fitting  for  such  a  statue.     The   Commission  shall 

8  select  a  recommended  person  to  fabricate   such  a  statue  and  shall  ascertain 

9  the  probable  cost  thereof.     The  Commission  may  confer  with  the  proper  offi- 

10  cials  of  the  city  of  Chicago  and  receive  their  advice,  as  part  of  its  studies  under 

11  this  Act. 

Sec.  3.     The  Commission  shall  make  a  complete  report  of  its  activities,  in- 

2  eluding  its  recommendations,  to  the  Sixty-ninth  General  Assembly  on  or  before 

3  March  1,  1955. 


Sec.  4.    The  sum  of  $1000.00,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  ap- 
2     propriated  to  the  Commission  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
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4  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  erection  of  a  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    The  Com- 

5  mission  shall  study  the  various  types  of  material  from  which  such  a  statue  can 

6  be  fabricated,  and  shall  select  a  recommended  material,  or  combination  of  ma- 

7  terials,  that  it  feels  will  be  fitting-  for  such  a  statue.     The   Commission  shall 

8  select  a  recommended  person  to  fabricate   such  a  statue  and  shall  ascertain 

9  the  probable  cost  thereof.     The  Commission  may  confer  with  the  proper  offi- 

10  cials  of  the  city  of  Chicago  and  receive  their  advice,  as  part  of  its  studies  under 

11  this  Act. 

Sec.  3.     The  Commission  shall  make  a  complete  report  of  its  activities,  in- 

2  eluding  its  recommendations,  to  the  Sixty-ninth  General  Assembly  on  or  before 

3  March  1,  1955. 


Sec.  4.    The  sum  of  $1000.00,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  ap- 
2     propriated  to  the  Commission  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
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DECATUR  SUNDAY  HERALD  AND  REVIEW 


Decatur,   IUinoie,  Sunday,  May   1,   1955. 


Sketch  of  Beardless  Lincoln  Is  Winner 


BOY  KILLED  WHILE  ON 

VISIT  TO  RELATIVES 

Mt.  Carmel.  111.,  April  30  (AP) 

William  Jack  Swan,   5-veat-otd 

son   of   Mr.     and     Mrs.     Edward 


New  Lincoln  Statue 
Planned  in  Chicago 

By  Joyce  Thompson 
Of  The  Herald  and  Review  Staff 

A  photograph  of  a  beardless 
Lincoln  with  a  forelock  he 
couldn't  control  was  the  inspira- 
tion for  a  sketch  that  won  a  5500 
priie  for  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  Day- 
ton.Ohio. 

The   sketch,   one   of   three   sub- 
mitted by  Ostendorf,   was  chosen 
as  the   best   idea  for  a  new   Lin- 
*  coin   statue  to   he  placed   in    Lin- 
coln Square,  Chicago. 

The  statue  will  be  erected  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Memorial  Commission  of 
Illinois  which  awarded  51.000  in 
prizes  for  sketches. 

Ostendorf  got  his  idea  for  the 
sketch  from  a  picture  of  the  Civil 
War  President  taken  in  front  of 
the  Lincoln  Springfield  home  in 
1860  by  A.  J.  Whipple  of  Bos- 
ton. 

The  artist  made  a  blow-up  of 
the  original  and  well-known 
photograph  which  shows  Lincoln 
as  a  vigorous  and  erect  figure, 

"Unlike  studio  portraits,  this 
informal  one  shows  Lincoln's  fore- 
lock of  hair  on  his  forehead  as 
it  probably  lay  most  of  the  time 
on    his   beardless   face",   the   artist 

For  placing  in  Chicago  this 
probably  was  best,  thought  Osten- 
dorf, since  Lincoln  appeared  in 
that  city  many  times  from  1848 
to  1860  without  a  heard.  At  the 
time  oF  his  last  speech  there  in 
1 860,  he  wore  only  half  a  beard. 

Two  other  sketches  submitted 
by  Ostendorf  were  of  a  smiling 
bearded  Lincoln  as  he  appeared 
when  he  was  President  and  the 
other  was  of  a  youthful  Lincoln 
seated  with  ax  in  one  hand,  book 
in   the  other  and  gazing  into  the 

The  sketches,  according  to  Os- 
tendorf, were  "a  labor  of  love". 

The  Dayton,  Ohio,  free-lance 
artist  paints  and  models  portraits 
of  Lincoln  in  his  spare  time  and 
just  for  fun. 

f  He  also  collects  photographs  of 
the  President  and  has  a  collection 
deemed  "unique"  by  authorities. 

"I  try  to  collect  only  the  best 
available,  the  least  retouched,"  Os- 
tendorf said. 

"My  work  as  an  artist  helps 
me  to  detect  flaws  or  'improve- 
ments' and  I  find  it  remarkable 
how  many  fine  sparkling  photos 
do  exist  and  how  so  many  poorer 
"  ones   have    received    more   public- 

'  Ostendorf  also  tries  to  find  all 
the  unusual  or  slightly  different 
variants  of  known  Lincoln  photo- 
graphs. 

"These  furnish  me  with  photo- 
graphic evidence  that  on  many  oc- 
casions Lincoln  sat  before  cam- 
eras with  two  or  four  lenses  on 
'the  lensboard  that  produced  several 
images  on  the  negative  plate,  each 
slightly  different  and  making  two 
or  more  stereoscopic  pair." 

Ostendorf  has  matched  15  pairs 
of  Lincoln  photographs  in  3-D  re- 
lief. 

"The  old-time  cameraman,"  savs 
Ostendorf,  "was  not  so  much  in- 
terested in  stereo  pair  as  they  were 
in  getting  two  or  four  photos  in 
one  '  crack.  They  often  cut  the 
glass  plate  images  apart,  thus  men 
like  the  photographer  Brady,  would 
keep  one  negative  in  his  Wasb- 
irfgton  studio  while  the  other  was 
sent  to  his  New  York  office.  It 
was  economical  and  time-saving  to 
do  this  and  tod; 
or  six  stereoscopi 
coin  are  though  I 

Ostendorf 
spare-time  job 

old   prints   sent 
over  the  country. 

Recently  the  i 
vited  bv  the  Lib] 
study  the  Brady  colli 
coin  photographs. 

Authorities  have  told  O; 
that  no  one  has  gone  int 
Lincoln  photograph  materia 
has  and  are  encouraging  him  to 
continue  and  to  write  an  authori 
tative  book  on  the  subject. 

The  artist  is  encouraged  in  his 
work  bv  such  Lincoln  authorities 
as  F.  Ft.  Meserve  who  has  a  Lin- 
coln photographic  collection  of 
200,000  items. 

Others  who  have  aided  him  an 
Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Ft.  Wayne. 
Ind.;  Paul  Angle  and  Ralph  New 
,  Chicago;  Harry  Pratt,  Spring- 


John  A.  Moran  of  Mount  C.ir- 
mel,  driver  of  the  car,  said  the 
boy  darted  into  the  street  in  front 
if  hi*  m.ichii 


,  Princeton,  Ind.,  was  struck       The  Swans  were   visiting  rela-  CLARK'S 

i   killed   bv   a   car  today  on   a  tives  here. 


\\\  W/, 


'  / 


This  well-known  photograph 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  taken  in 
1860  in  Springfield  by  A.  J. 
Whipple  of  Bt 


spiration  for  Lloyd  Ostendorf's 
winning  sketch  of  the  Civil 
War   President.      From    Osten- 


dorf's sketch,  a  statue  of  Lin-  Standing 
coin  will  be  fashioned  to  be  put  lie,  his  si 
in     Lincoln    Square,     Chicago.       unidentifi 


.ith  Lincoln  is  Wil- 
i.  Other  persons  are 


Puts  You  There 
And  Keeps  You  There 

It  Pays  To 
PAY  YOUR  BILLS  ON  TIME 


NO  PARKING  PROBLEMS 
At  Our  Drive-In  Windows 

FAST  -  CONVENIENT 
and  come  as  you  are! 

Either  turn  south  on  State  Street  from  South  Park 
or  turn  north  on  State  Street  from  East  Main  .  .  . 
then  drive  in  to  teller's  windows  .  .  .  drive  out  on 
South  Park  Street. 


The  National  Bank  of  Decatur 


artist.  It  will  he  used  as  a  model 
for  a   statue  of   Lincoln   to   be 
$500  prize  for  Lloyd  Osten-       erected  in  Lincoln  Square,  Chi- 
dorf,  Dayum,    Ohio,  'free-lance       cago. 


This    sketch    of   a   beardless, 
vigorous  and  erect  Lincoln  won 


UNION,  TEXTILE  FIRM 

REACH  STRIKE  ACCORD 

Lewiston,  Maine,  April  30  (AP) 
Bates  Mfg.  Co.  and  the  CIO 
textile  Workers  Union  agreed  to- 
day on  terms  for  settlement  of  a 
two-weeks  strike — if    the    strikers 

The  Bates  strike  has  been  con- 
sidered the  keystone  in  a  New 
England  work  stoppage  of  23,000 


r.  has  been  in- 
f  of  Congress  re 
l  of  Lin- 

ndorf 


Lloyd  Ostendorf,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  produced  the  winning 
sketch  for  a  new  statue  of  Lin- 
coln for  Chicago. 


field;  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Stefan  Lorant  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

"All  this  is  a  sideline  to  my 
free-lance  artist  work  in  which  I 
engage  to  support  my  wife,  Rita, 
two  boys,  Danny,  8,  and  Tom- 
my, 6,  and  the  baby,  Roxanne, 
nine  months,"  Ostendorf  says. 

He  hopes  very  much  to  be  able 
to  do  the  actual  work  on  the  Li 
coin  statue  for  Chicago. 


From  15  to  20  per  cent  of  the 
'eight  of  a  modern  automobile 


This  blow-up  of  the  larger  Artist  Ostendorf.  The  enlarge- 
photograph  of  Lincoln  gave  ar-  ment  of  the  original  shows  Lin- 
tist  Ostendorf  the  detail  for  his  coin  as  vigorous,  erect,  beard- 
winning  sketch.  Barely  visible  less  and  with  a  forelock  of  hair 
behind    the   post   is   Tad,    says  he  couldn't  control. 


cotton  and  rayon  workers  in  some 
25  mills,  many  of  them  in  the  Fall 
River-New  Bedford  area  of  Mas- 


achusetts. 
Terms  of  the  proposal  l 


A  prominent  company  in  cenlral  Illinois  has 
immediate  openings  for  men  with  at  least  two  years 
college  education  in  engineering,  mathematics, 
chemistry  or  related  fields.  Starting  salary  will 
depend  on  previous  experience  and  education.  If 
you  are  interested  in  a  secure  ■well  paid  future  in 
an  expanding  organization  write  Box  846  today. 
Your  reply  should  include  age,  education,  experi- 
ence  and  military  statue. 


Mother's  Day  Suggestions  at  Ben  Miller's 

THE  GIFT  MOTHER  WILL  TREASURE 
FOR  YEARS  TO  COME 


HOW 


Sunday,  May  Oth,  is  Mothers'  Bay 


TO  MAKE  MOTHER'S  LIFE  EASIER 

Tomorrow  dm  bhb  mm 

Monday,  May  *    ^fcfc         THE    ENTIRE    LINE    OF 


Appliances 

Demonstrated    at  ben  miller's 


THEN 


FRY  PAN 

Save  55 

SEDUCED     m  AOC 


Pick  the  one  your  mother  or  wife  NEEDS  MOST  .  .  . 
and  walk  out  of  the  store  with  it,  beautifully  gift 
wrapped.  Pay  only  $1  Down,  no  carrying  charge, 
added. 


New  Blender  Attachment 


FREE 

Delicious 
Coffee 

MiXM  ASTER  I    Made  '»  n 


COFFEE  MASTER 


COMBINATION 


17 


95 


FREE  Pancakes 

Made  In  The  New 
7  7  Vi  Inch  Frypan 


Copy  of  Carpenter's  famous  canvas  "The  Emancipation  Proclamation,"  painted  in  1864, 
showing  President  Lincoln  and  his  cabinet.  Thousands  have  viewed  it  in  gallery  in  capital. 

NOTES  FROM  PAINTER'S  DIARY 

When  Lincoln  Posed 


By  LLOYD  OSTENDORF 


IF  A  YOUNG  artist  today  were 
favored  with  a  sitting  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States  he 
would  doubtless  feel  that  his  por- 
trait painting  career  held  pros- 
pects for  a  great  future. 

Not  only  did  34-year-old  Frank 
B.  Carpenter  have  such  a  unique 
opportunity  back  in  1864  when 
Lincoln  occupied  the  President's 
House,  but  the  chief  executive  in- 
vited him  to  live  at  the  White 
House  for  six  months  so  that  he 
might  execute  the  painting  of  his 
lifetime.  From  February  to  July, 
1864,  Artist  Carpenter  was  a 
privileged  guest  in  the  executive 
mansion. 

It  was  all  a  result  of  the  young 
artist's  determination  to  record  on 
canvas  the  great  historic  event  of 
the  year  1863 — Lincoln  proclaiming 
his  Emancipation  Proclamation. 
And  it  developed  that  the  artist 
became  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
martyred  president. 

Frank  Carpenter's  grandson, 
Emerson  Carpenter  Ives,  of  Paw- 
ling, N.  Y.,  recently  gave  the 
writer  permission  to  copy  entries 
from  his  grandfather's  unpub- 
lished diaries  and  letters,  and  now 
fresh  light  is  shed  on  the  story 
of  the  artist,  who  lived  with  the 
Lincolns. 

Although  some  historians  held 
that  Lincoln  himself  promoted  the 
idea  for  the  Emancipation  paint- 
ing as  a  piece  of  political  propa- 
ganda for  the  1864  elections,  Car- 
penter's diary  disproves  this  when 
he  wrote  exactly  how  the  idea 
originated. 

"Sunday,  Nov.  29,  1863,  .  .  .  This 
morning  on  my  way  home  from 
church  I  conceived  the  idea  of 
painting  a  picture  commemorative 
of  the  first  reading  in  the  cabinet 
council  of  the  Emancipation  Proc- 
lamation by  President  Lincoln.'' 

Working   on    his    idea    which   he 


Frank  B.  Carpenter,  who 
recorded   historic  event. 


hoped  would  become  a  reality,  he 
wrote  for  Monday,    Dec.   14,   1863. 

"Made  the  first  sketch  of  the 
design  for  the  picture  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln and  his  cabinet  .  .  ." 

After  struggling  to  obtain  the 
necessary  approvals  to  do-  the 
painting,  his  efforts  were  re- 
warded in  the  form  of  a  Christmas 
"gift"— an  answer  to  his  burning 
ambition.  On  Friday,  Dec.  25, 
1863,  he  wrote: 

"Mrs.  Lincoln  informed  me  that 
President  Lincoln  would  sit  for 
my  large  canvas." 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  an 
old  friend,  Fred  Lane,  generously 
offered  him  all  the  funds  needed 
to  carry  out  as  he  put  it,  "his 
purpose  and  plans  for  the  great 
picture."  On  the  last  day  of  the 
year  he  wrote  in  his  diary, 


"God  be  praised  for  this!" 

Upon  introduction  Feb.  6  to  Lin- 
coln at  Mrs.  Lincoln's  Saturday 
afternoon  reception  in  the  Blue 
Room,  the  President  said,  "Oh, 
yes;  I  know;  this  is  the  painter," 
and  added  with  a  twinkle  in  his 
eye,  "Do  you  think  Mr.  Carpenter 
that  you  can  make  a  handsome 
picture  of  ME?"  Emphasizing 
strongly   the  last  word. 

That  evening  by  appointment 
Carpenter  went  to  Lincoln's  offi- 
cial chamber  and  was  received 
pleasantly  by  the  President  who 
said:  "Well  Mr.  Carpenter,  we 
will  turn  you  loose  in  here  and  try 
to  give  you  a  good  chance  to  work 
out  your  ideas."  The  state  dining 
room  was  given  over  to  the  artist 
to  use  as  a  studio. 

The  diary  for  Feb.  9,  1864,  re- 
cords: "Today  is  cabinet  day, 
and  around  12  o'clock  the  mem- 
bers began  to  come  in.  The 
President  introduced  me  to  each 
as  they  came  in,  informing  them 
that  I  had  come  there  to  paint  a 
picture  of  them  together  .  .  . 
This  afternoon,  at  3  o'clock,  Mr. 
Lincoln  accompanied  me  to 
Brady's  gallery  for  an  ambrotype 
study  .  .  ." 

"In  that  way,"  related  Car- 
penter's grandson,  "he  could  facil- 
itate matters  greatly,  having 
photographs  of  his  subject  in  the 
position  desired  and  he  could 
work  at  times  when  sittings  were 
not  possible." 

Months  latei  when  finally  the 
painting  was  completed  and 
viewed  by  thousands  thronging 
through  the  White  House,  Lincoln 
commented,  "It  is  as  good  as  it 
can  be  made." 

Diary  entry  for  July  25  reads, 
"Universal  satisfaction  and  praise 
bestowed  upon  me.  It  is  pro- 
nounced in  the  papers  and  by  all 
a  complete  success." 


C  AM  ER  IC  A 


February,   1958 


Photographs  of  Abraham  Lincoln  are  collected  by  Lloyd  Ostendorf 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  who  has  been  saving  such  pictures  since  he  was 
13  years  old.  In  Ostendorf's  collection  are  110  portraits  of 
Lincoln,  two  of  which  have  never  been  published,  and  four  glass 
negatives  once  used  in  developing  Lincoln  pictures.  Ostendorf 
has    also    built    up    a    picture    library    of    Lincoln's    contemporaries. 


Journal  Herald,  Dayton 
February  12,  1958 


1  PJih  Anniversary  Tomorrow 


She  "Knows"  This  Man  Lincoln, 

Though  She's  Only  Three  Plus 


By  MARY  ELLEN  WOLFE 

Journal  Herald  Mart  Writer 

Roxanne  Ostendorf,  3'u,  or  li-5  Lookout  drive, 
is  barely  big  enough  to  say  "Abraham  Lincoln." 
Bui  she  has  no  trouble  recognizing  Lincoln's 
picture. 

And  she  doesn't  realize  that  tomorrow  is,  the 
149th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth.  But  she' 
does  call  her  father  "Lincoln's  boy." 

Ro.vanne's  early  acquaintanceship  Willi  Lin- 
coln is  not  a  result  of  her  saving  Lincoln 
pennies. 

Rather    it    is    a    reflection    of    the   fact    her 
father,  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  lias  made  Lincoln  his 
hobby  since  he,  was  a   hoy  and  has  become,  a 
nationally  recognized  Lincoln  /scholar. 
Every  day  Roxanne  sees   many  of   the  thou- 
sands   of    Lincoln    photographs    Ostendorf    has 
collected,    in   addition   to   his   personal   paintings 
and  sculpture  and  other  Lincolnia. 

The  most  recent  addition  to  the  collection 
Ostendorf  started  as  a  Stivers  high  school  stu- 
dent are  two  Lincoln  photographs  acquired  Jan. 
30  from  a  Kensington,  Md.  visitor  here. 

The  visitor  was  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Heyscr,  who 
came  to  see  Ostendorf  about  the  value  of  a  black 
leather  portfolio  bearing  Lincoln's  name  and 
Lincoln  photos  ^ound  in  the  portfolio. 


Mrs.  Heyser  said  "she  was  personal  companion 
of  Mrs.  Robert  Lincoln,  wife  of  the  lamed  Presi- 
dent's son.  from  1928  to  1938,  and  that  the  port- 
folio and  pictures  were  among  some  Lincoln 
possessions  given  her  by  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

Mrs.   Heyser   also   reported   having    a    copy  of 
the  Gettysburg  address  handwritten  by  Lincoln. 
Ostendorf   purchased    two   of   the   pictures,    as 
that  is  his  basic  interest.  He  is  contacting  a  Lin- 
coln  museum   to  see  what   it  will   oiler  for   the 
port  folio,  as  compared  with  his  personal  offer. 
Ami  lie.  is  awaiting  verification  of  the  report 
that   another   copy   of   the   Gettysburg   address 
is   in   circulation.   The,   last  one   sold   for  some 
1)153,000. 

Mrs.  Heyser  told  Ostendorf  many  of  the 
President's  personal  possessions  were  dis- 
carded or  given  to  servants  when  his  daughter- 
in-law  cleared  out  the  attic  of  the  Robert  Lin- 
coln home. 

Ostendorf,  a  free  laifce  artist  and  illustrator, 
Would  like  to  have  the  battered  portfolio  with  its 
wallpaper  lining  to  add  to  his  collection. 

So  would  little  Roxanne  apparently.  She 
studied  both  portfolio  and  Lincoln  pictures  very 
knowingly  while  Mrs.  Heyser  watched  in  awe. 

But  Roxanne  didn't  say  how  many  Lincoln 
pennies  she  will  bid  for  them. 


She's  An  Admirer  Of  The  "Railsplitter" 

BIRTHDAY  SALUTE  tomorrow  to  Abraham  Lincoln  includes  one  from  little 
blonde  Ro.xanne  Ostendorf,  who's  following  in  her  father's  footsteps  as  jar  as 
admiring  Lincoln  goes.  She's  holding  Lincoln's  personal  portfolio  ami  one  of 
12  photos  found  in  it. 
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FINDER  OF  LINCOLN  RARITY— Lloyd  Ostendorf,  Dayton,  Ohio  illustrator,  poses  with  a 
part  of  his  collection  of  Lincoln  photographs.  He  was  the  discoverer  of  the  unpublished 
Lincoln  photo  taken  by  New  Bedford  photographer  Edward  Bierstadt  in  1861.  Mr.  Ostendorf 
is  preparing  a  book  on  Lincoln  photographs,  and  plans  to  use  the  Bierstadt  photo  in  it. 


ished  Lincoln 


By  BOB  FINN 

Standard-Times  Writer 

A  hitherto   unknown   and   unpublished   photograph   of   Abraham   Lincoln,    taken   in 

Washington  in  1861  by  a  New  Bedford  photographer,  has  been  brought  to  light  by  an 

Ohio  man  whose  hobby  since  13  has  been  collecting  pictures  of  the   Great  Emancipator. 

The  picture,  hailed  by  Lincoln  scholars  as  a  genuine  historical  "find,"  is  the  first  known 

picture  taken  of  Lincoln  after  lie 
!  became  President,  and  the  first 
known  picture  showing  him  with 
his  famous  beard. 

It  was  taken  by  Edward  Biers- 
tadt, of  the  old  New  Bedford  firm 
of  Bierstadt  Brothers,  during  a 
trip  he  made  to  the  camp  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  around 
Washington  in  1861. 

Mounted  on  Card 

Mounted  on  a  small  visiting 
card,  the  unusual  photo  is  de- 
scribed by  its  finder  and  present 
owner,  Lloyd  Ostendorf  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  as  "one  of  the  most 
handsome  photos  of  Lincoln  ever 
I  taken." 

The  story  of  how  this  rare  pho- 
tograph came  to  be  taken  retells 
an  interesting  chapter  of  Civil 
War  history.  Equally  absorbing  is 
the  modern  story  of  the  rediscov- 
ery of  the  photo  97  years  later 
and  the  gradual  reconstruction  of 
the  story  behind  it. 


•<l'f 


EDWARD  BIERSTADT 


ALBERT  BIERSTADT 


Gstendorf  in   a   l  :  is  pre- 

paring about  . ..j^y  of  all  the 

pictures  of  Lincoln,  his  family 
and  close  friends,  and  certain 
phases  of  early  American  photog- 
raphy. 

The  book,  a  spare-time'  occupa- 
tion for  Mr.  Gstendorf,  is  pro- 
gressing "slow  but  sure,"  he  says 
It  may  not  be  ready  for  the  p 
lishers  for  a  year  or  so.  Mr.  Os- 
tendorf  is  keeping  the  picture 
under  wraps  until  the  book  is 
published. 

Began  in  New  York 
The  trail  of  the  unique  Lincoln 
photo  began  in  a  cluttered  and 
dusty  building  on  the  East  Side 
of  New  York  City,  where  Mr.  Os- 
tendorf  turned  it  up  while  rum- 
maging through  a  stack  of  old 
prints  and  pictures. 

It  was  tucked  in  with  others 
like  it,  little  sepia-toned  photos 
mounted  on  cards  2%  inches  by  4 
inches. 

Leafing  through  the  cards,  Mr. 
Ostendorf  was  startled  to  find  a 
likeness  of  Lincoln  he  had  never 
seen  or  heard  of  before.  Quickly 
he  turned  the  card  over,  knowing 
the  photographer's  name  would 
be  on  the  back  if  it  was  an  origi- 
nal. There  he  read  in  very  fine 
print: 

BIERSTADT  BROTHERS 
Photographers 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 
After  obtaining  this  find  for  his 
collection.   Mr.   Ostendorf  began 
a  search   to   discover  when   and 
where  the  photograph  jnay  have 
been   taken.   Very   early   he  con- 
tacted Charles  H.  Lincoln,  clerk 
of  the  1st  District  Court  in  Taun- 
ton, and  a  Lincoln  scholar  in  his 
own  right. 

Mr.  Lincoln  brought  the  sub- 
ject to  the  attention  of  The 
Standard-Times,  inquiring  when 
Abraham  Lincoln  may  have  visit- 
ed New  Bedford  in  addition  to  his 
one  known  visit  here  in  1848 
when,  as  a  little-known  Congress- 
man from  Illinois,  he  was  cam- 
paigning for  Zachary  Taylor  for 
President. 

Here  began  the  fascinating  re- 
search trail  leading  back  to  a  day 
in  September  1861  when  Edward 
Bierstadt  had  Lincoln  pose  for 
him  in  Washington. 

Beard  Is  Evidence 
The  1848  trip  was  ruled  out,  as 
was  a  journey  through  nearby 
cities  early  in  1860.  The  decisive 
evidence  here  is  the  famous  Lin- 
coln beard,  .shown  in  luxuriant 
fullness  in  the  photo.  Lincoln 
remained  clean-shaven  until  after 
his  nomination  for  the  presidency 
in  November  1860. 

The  files  at  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary yielded  much  information 
about  the  Bierstadt  brothers: 
Charles  and  Edward  went  into 
the  photography  partnership  and 
younger  brother  Albert  was  the 
famous  painter.  Examples  of  his 
work  now  hang  in  the  library. 

The  Bierstadt  photographic 
Studio  operated  in  New  Bedford 
from  pre-Civil  War  days  until 
1867,  when  the  partners  went 
their  separate  wavs. 

In  the  Fall  of  1861,  Edward 
Bierstadt  conceived  the  idea  that 
there  was  profit  to  be  had  in  fol- 
lowing the  Union  troops  as  pho- 
tographer. Down  he  went  and 
set  up  his  first  headquarters  in  a 
tavern  7  miles  above  Georgetown 
(now  a  part  of  Washington)  on 
the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac 
River.. 


■ 

Bierstadt  made  frequent  field 
trips  with  his  wagon  and  tent,  vis- 
iting the  camps  of  various  regi- 
ments to  offer  his  services. 

He  became  very  busy  taking 
views  of  forts  and  points  of  in- 
terest, and  filling  the  orders  of 
soldiers  for  portraits  to  send 
home  to  family  and  friends.  In 
time  his  open-air  studio  became 
so  swamped  with,  work  that  he 
sent  back  to  New  Bedford  for  an 
assistant  to  come  and  help  him. 

After  a  while,  however,  Edward 
Bierstadt  was  forced  to  return  to 
New  Bedford  due  to  a  serious  ill- 
ness in  his  family,  and  his  assist- 
ant, unable  to  handle  the  work, 
had  to  find  simpler  means  of 
making  a  living  with  his  camera. 

From  this  point  I  lie  research 
shifted  to  the  standard  Lincoln 
biographies,  showing  what  t he 
new  President  was  doing  at  that 
period.  Ida  Tarbcll  and  Carl 
Sandburg  both  relate  how  Lin- 
coln, during  the  Fall  of  1861.  took 
an  almost  daily  drive  in  which  he 
visited  the' military  camps  around 
the  city  and  talked  with  the  sol- 
diers. 

Possibilities  Explored 

Mr.  Ostendorf  here  enters  the 
field  of  historical  conjecture.  Per- 
haps Edward  Bierstadt  got  Lin- 
coln to  pose  for  him  during  one 
of  the  President's  visits  to  a  mili- 
tary camp!  But  there  is  still  an- 
other possibility,  even  more  in- 
teresting: 

When  Lincoln  spoke  in  New 
Bedford  in  1848,  his  speech  was 
given  in  Liberty  Hall,  at  Pur- 
chase and  William  Streets,  pres- 
ent site  of  the  Merchants  Bank 
Building.  At  least  for  a  time  this 
same  building  was  the  site  of  the 
photographic  "gallery"  of,  Bier- 
stadt Brothers. 

It  seems  possible  to  Mr.  Osten- 
dorf that  Lincoln  had  met  Bier- 
stadt there  in  1848  and  started  an 
acquaintance  that  was  renewed 
in  Washington  13  years  later.  "It 
is  not  unreasonable  to  assume," 
says  Mr.  Ostendorf.  "that  Edward 
called  on  the  President  at  the 
AVhite  House." 

The  authenticity  of  the  Bier- 
stadt photo  has  been  attested  by 
all  the  noted  Lincoln  scholars  to 
whom  Mr.  Ostendorf  has  showed 
it.  It  is  the  only  known  photo 
of  him  taken  from  the  time  of 
his  inauguration,  March  4,  1861, 
to  October  of  that  year,  and  thus 
it  is  the  earliest  known  photo 
showing  Lincoln  as  President. 
Has  Uncommon  Tie 

The  picture  shows  Lincoln  with 
an  unusually  full  beard,  charac- 
teristic of  ,1861  and  1862,  with 
hair  neat ly»*com bed,  bushy  eye- 
brows, eyes  staring  to  his  left, 
and  a  serious  expression  on  his 
face.  He  is  wearing  an  uncom- 
mon type  of  bow  tie,  noticed  in 
only  one  other  known  Lincoln 
photo. 

Bierstadt  used  an  ingenious 
camera  angle  for  his  photo,  look- 
ing slightly  down  on  the  sub- 
ject's head,  rather  than  straight 


ahead  toward  his  face.  The  vig- 
netted bust  portrait  was  appar- 
ently taken  in  mid-September, 
and,  says  Mr  Ostendorf,  it  ap- 
Ihat  no  other  photos/ were 

tendon   now  has  the  original  in 
a  fireproof  safe. 

Mr.  Ostendorf  is  full  of  admi- 
ration for  Bierstadt's  photo- 
graphic skill  was  a  fore- 
most photographic  artist  of  IPs 
day,"  he  says.  The  Ohioan  has 
traced  the  later  history  ot  the 
two  brothers  and  uncovered  some 
interesting  examples  of  their 
work.  includin^Civil  War  scenes 
and  an  interesting  trick  photo- 
graph showing  the  other  broth- 
er, Albert  Bierstadt.  pouring  a 
cup  of  tea  for  himself. 

Edward  went  to  New  York'  City 
and  continued  at  his  photograph- 
ic work  until  his  death  at  84  in 
1906.  His  brother  Charles  moved 
to  Niagara  Falls,  Nf.  Y..  where  lie 
specialized  in  scenic  views,  and 
where  his  old  stereo  cards  may 
still  be  found,  bearing  his  picture 
and  the  imprint  "C.  Bierstadt." 
Eastman  Was  Employe 

One  of  his  employes  in  Niagara 
Falls  was  George  Eastman  ot 
Rochester,  later  to  become  fam- 
ous as  the  inventor  of  the  Kodak 
process.  Mr.  Eastman  actually  of- 
fered Charles  Bierstadt  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  invention  for  £3,000, 
but  Charles  could  not  raise  the 
money. 

Mr.  Ostendorf,  after  what  he 
calls  "quite  a  search,"  located  two 
surviving  grandsons  of  Edward 
Bierstadt.  One,  Albert  Morton 
Turner  of  Orono,  Me.,  generously 
loaned  some  of  his  grandfather's 
old  pictures  to  Mr.  Ostendorf. 

The  other  grandson,  the  last  to 
bear  the  family  name,  is  a  writer 
and  editor,  Edward  H.  Bierstadt 
of  New  York  City. 

Reminiscing  about  the  New- 
Bed  ford  man  who.  97  years  ago 
took  that  striking  and  hereto- 
for  unknown  Lincoln  picture,  Ed- 
ward Bierstadt  said,  "I  often  in 
my  childhood  saw  my  grandfa- 
ther. He  was  most  kindly  and 
gracious,  in  fact  everybody  liked 
him.  He  was  in  the  photographic 
business  in  New  York  City  and 
turned  out  photographs  for 
books. 

Was   Uncommercial 

"He  was  utterly  uncommercial. 
He  did  not  keep  up  with  the 
times,  and  did  not  pretend  to. 
He  was  a  man  of  very  great 
sweetness  and  gentleness  of  char- 
acter, and  he  had  none  of  the 
■push'  that  he  probably  needed  to 
turn    his   genius    into    money. 

"He  developed  various  forms  of 
photographic  plates,  and,  so  1 
have  been  told,  did  the  first 
three  of  color  photography  to  be 
done  in  this  city." 

But  none  of  Edward  Bierstadt's 
later  achievements  match  in  his- 
torical importance  the  portrait 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  done  by  him 
on  a.  September  day  in  1861  in 
Washington  after  he  had  come 
down  from  his  native  New  Bed- 
ford with  his  little  portable  pho- 
to studio. 
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funeral  train  was  scheduled  to  leave  Albany  at  4:00  P.M. 
on  April  26,  1865  and  to  arrive  in  Buffalo  at  7:00  A.M. 
on  April  27,  1865. 

The  time  table  states  that  the  "pilot  engine  and  train 
will  have  the  right  to  the  track  over  all  other  trains,  and 
no  train  will  run  within  twenty  minutes  of  their  time." 
Todd  Genealogy 

An  interesting  original  document  listing  the  name  of 
Robert  Smith  Todd's  first  wife  and  their  children  has 
recently  been  acquired.  The  names  of  the  children  listed 
are  Elizabeth,  Levi,  Frances,  Mary,  Anne  and  George. 
Also,  the  name  of  Elizabeth  is  recorded  as  the  wife  of 
N.  W.  Edwards,  Frances  as  the  wife  of  William  S. 
Wallace,  Mary  as  the  wife  of  A.  Lincoln,  and  Anne  as 
the  wife  of  C.  M.  Smith.  Apparently,  some  member  of 
the  Todd  family  wrote  on  the  document  the  name  of 
Robert  T.  Lincoln,  but  could  not  remember  his  birth  day. 
Also,  the  name  Wm.  W.  appears  with  no  birth  date,  but 
his  death  date  is  given  correctly  as  February  20,  1862. 
However,  the  great  significance  of  this  document  lies  in 
the  notations  on  the  margin  in  the  handwriting  of 
Lincoln.  He  wrote  as  follows: 

"My  father  Thomas  L.  Jan.  177 

Mother  Nancy  Hanks,  Feb.  5,  1784 

Married  Nov.  4   (corner  of  document  removed) 

Born   (birthdate  of  Robert)   Aug.  1,  1843 

Edw.  Mar.  10,  1846 

Willie  Dec.  21,  1850 

Tad  April  4,  1853." 


A  Cast  Iron  Platform  Scale  and  an  Original 
Pen  and  Ink  Sketch  Featuring  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's Connection  With  The  Corneau-Diller 
Drug  Store  at  Springfield,  Illinois. 

An  exhibit  depicting  Abraham  Lincoln's  connection 
with  the  Corneau-Diller  Drug  Store  in  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, has  been  placed  on  display  in  the  Lincoln  Library- 
Museum  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation.  The 
exhibit  consists  of  the  original  cast  iron  platform  scale 
from  the  drug  store,  and  a  pen  and  ink  sketch  by  Lloyd 
Ostendorf  of  Dayton,  Ohio  featuring  Abraham  Lincoln, 
the  druggist  and  the  scale. 

It  is  well  known  among  Lincoln  students  that  in  the 
1850's  Lincoln  was  a  familiar  figure  in  the  business  life 
of  Springfield,  and  his  favorite  loafing  place  in  the  winter 
months  was  around  the  back  stove  of  the  Corneau-Diller 
Drug  Store,  located  on  the  east  side  of  the  Public  Square. 
In  the  summer  months,  Lincoln  and  his  cronies  lined  up 
on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  store. 

Here  Lincoln  and  his  friends  swapped  yarns,  argued 
politics,  and  occasionally  made  purchases,  according  to 
the  business  ledgers  (still  extant)  which  show  various 
entries  to  the  future  President's  account. 

An  article  entitled  "Loafing  with  Lincoln"  by  Wayne 
C.  Temple,  which  appeared  in  the  Summer,  1961  issue 
of  the  Lincoln  Herald,  provides  a  scholarly  and  exhaus- 
tive study  of  this  mercantile  establishment,  along  with  a 
photograph  of  Roland  Weaver  Diller,  one  of  the  propri- 
etors. 

As  loafing  at  Diller's  was  a  daily  happy  interlude  in 
Lincoln's  life,  artists  have  attempted  to  capture  in  im- 
aginary scenes  some  of  the  events  that  transpired  here. 
Jay  Hambridge  drew  two  illustrations  for  Ida  M.  Tar- 
bell's  "Billy  Brown"  stories,  which  feature  the  drug  store 
and  its   proprietor.   The   chief  character  in  the   Tarbell 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

This  original  pen  and  ink  sketch  by  Lloyd  Ostendorf 
depicts  Abraham  Lincoln  with  Roland  Weaver  Diller  in 
the  Corneau-Diller  Drug  Store.  The  original  sketch 
measures  11%"  x  15  !4".  Note  the  druggist's  scale  in  the 
picture.  In  the  Foundation's  photographic  files  are  to  be 
found  exterior  and  interior  views  of  the  Corneau-Diller 
Drug  Store  as  well  as  excellent  photographs  of  the  drug- 
gist and  his  wife. 


stories  was  R.  W.  Diller  who  was  introduced  to  her 
readers  as  "Billy  Brown." 

Up  to  date,  Ostendorf  has  made  four  sketches  of  the 
exterior  and  interior  of  the  Corneau-Diller  Drug  Store. 
Three  of  these  drawings  were  published  in  his  excellent 
book,  A  Picture  Story  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Lathrop,  Lee 
and  Shepard  Company,  Inc.,  1962.  These  same  sketches 
have  also  appeared  in  the  quarterly  magazine,  Lincoln 
Herald. 

A  fourth  sketch  depicting  Lincoln  purchasing  drugs 
from  R.  W.  Diller  has  been  drawn  by  Ostendorf  primarily 
to  feature  the  scale.  In  executing  this  drawing,  the  artist 
gave  particular  attention  to  minute  details  after  making 
a  study  of  early  photographs  taken  of  the  interior  of  the 
establishment.  This  sketch  has  never  before  been  pub- 
lished 

While  the  original  scale  has  no  direct  connection  with 
Lincoln,  it  is  a  part  of  the  original  equipment  of  the  drug 
store  and  was  in  use  during  the  period  when  Lincoln  was 
a  frequent  visitor  or  customer. 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Original  cast-iron  platform  scale  used  in  the  Corneau- 
Diller  Drug  Store  when  Lincoln  was  a  frequent  visitor 
and  customer.  The  scale  measures  12"  long,  4"  high  and 
5"  wide. 
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By  DALE  HUFFMAN 
J>  :Yi  News  staif  Writer 

A    photograph  of  Abraham 

l-iricolii    standing  outside  his 

family    home   in   Springfield, 

111.,    is   part   of  the  world's 

(argcst  collection  of  authentic 

k      Lincoln  photographs  belonging 

,;.'■    *°  Daytcruan  Lloyd  Ostendorf. 

y       The  newest  acquisition  an- 

;    ■  nved  at  bis  home,  225  Lookout 

Dr.,  just  In  time  for  the  166th. 

i      anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth, 

j\  .today.  It  was  purchased  from . 

another  Lincoln  buff,  ,£$' 

"IMPORTANT  Lincohi'i 

!>)S    items'  and  uunnmai  ion  have  jjjj 
jj    -way  of  making  a  path to  my* 
;.;■     door,"  Ostendorf  said.  "I  don't 
j,     know   anyone  vho  welcomes 
.them  more.  J'll  llwaysbefo-j 
the  market  for  Lincoln  items," 
Ostendorf,  53,  is  known  na- 
tion-wide as  a  Lincoln  histo- 
.  rian,  photo  collector,  biogri- 
'i     pher  ano  lecturer.  His  interest 
in  the  legacy  of  the  16th  Presi- 1| 
dent  began  when  he  was  13, 
jj      and  I  "began  putting  Lincoln 
photos  in  my  room,"  he  said. 
He  began  g  a  t  h  e  r  i  d  g  his  ' 
i     priceless  c  oUection  of  Lincoln  ' 
photos  and  memorabilia  when  i 
'-     he  was  in  Us  late  20s, 

MS  INTENSE  interest  ia 
Lincoln  spurred  him  to  build  a 
rail  fence  around  his  Oakwuod 
home  in  tiue  Lincoln  style," 
using  an  ax.  He  also  built  a 
log  cabin  near  Englewood,  has 
..a  family  houseboat  called  the 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  was  a 
gutst  in  the  White  House  dur- 
li' :  a  L  i  n  c  o  1  n  celebration 
un-ter  President  D wight  D.  Ei-  :: 
se;  .hower. 

"You    get  identified  with 

something   like    this,    and  it 

grows    and  grows,"  he  said. 

"It  is  unbelievable  the  amount 

;:'of  things  tot  snow  up." 

He  said  he  can't  put  a  mone- . 
■  .pry  value  on  the  coilQctW 
"But  I  think  perhaps  my  most 
prized  possession  is  an  origi- 
nal plaster  cast  made  directly;' 
from  President  Lincoln's  face  •: 
by  sculptor  Clark  Mills  a  few 
months  before  the  President 
was  assassinated."  | 

OSTENDOKF  said  the  cast 
was    to   be  used  to  make  «ft 
Statue.    The   cast  eventually  j 
went   to   the  family  of  John;' 
Hay,  a  secretary  to  Lincoln,' 
and  finally  Ostendprf  acquired y 

Ostendort,  who  runs  an  art 
academy  at  504  E.  Dorothy 
Lane,  said  .that  for  him  $e^ 
"mystery  and  magic"  of  ti»* 
Great  Emancipator  will  dew! 

eoji.   .  -      lm 


February  12,  1975         Dayton,  Ohio 
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*t^-.~.   „„„„„ Dall»  HBw».PH««o  By  Wollv  N«ljoa: 

LLOYD  OSTENDORF  ANO  SOME  OF  HIS  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  MEMOR^&JLXA 
I  Holding  Photo  of  Lincoln  on  His  Porch,  1865  Life  Mask,  I860  Bjist 

Lincoln  Items  Jus ti'Kei&M 


ftMMSmMSm 


,;w**n    acrutitjized    at;  close    coin.  thrmare  w* 

't.jfcjjge,1'  he  saidk, "Bui  tiuj    was'; 
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"So,"  Charnwood  said,  "this  question  thoroughly  bores 
me."  Then,  remembering  the  letter's  recipient,  he  added  a 
hasty  parenthetical  comment — "except  that  Lincoln's  own 
interest  in  the  subject  is  an  interesting  trait  in  him  as 
Herndon  &  Weik  record  it."  Still,  having  written  a  book  about 
Lincoln,  Charnwood  felt  that  he  might  be  "bound  to  know 
what  there  is  to  be  known  about  it."  Several  questions 
followed  for  the  sake  of  "antiquarian  accuracy." 

Charnwood  had  known  of  the  questions  surrounding 
Lincoln's  Hanks  ancestry  when  he  wrote  his  book,  and  he 
queried  Weik  about  new  theories  on  the  legitimacy  of 
Lincoln's  mother.  In  America,  Charnwood  had  been 
astonished  to  learn  that  some  raised  questions  about 
Lincoln's  own  legitimacy.  "My  time  at  Springfield," 
Charnwood  said,  "(in  which  I  met  some  delightful  people  of 
the  older  generation  who  gave  me,  though  without  much 
detail  a  vivid  impression  of  old  times)  was  a  little  too  much 
taken  up  with  hearing  tangled  stories  in  which  this  question 
[of  Lincoln's  legitimacy]  got  mixed  up  with  the  other  which  I 
have  spoken  of  [the  question  of  Lincoln's  mother's 
legitimacy]."  One  man  in  particular  had  been  much  taken 
with  the  notion  that  Lincoln  was  descended  from  John 
Marshall.  "I  think  my  friend,"  Charnwood  went  on,  "is 
merely  suffering  from  a  variety  of  the  same  disease  which 
makes  others  desire  to  derive  Lincoln  from  wholly  respectable 
people  of  [as]  good  standing  as  possible.  He  can  not  suffer  it 
that  a  great  man  should  have  arisen  without  some  ancestor  of 
manifest  intellectual  eminence."  Charnwood  was  "inclined  to 
treat  the  idea  as  rubbish,"  but  he  still  wanted  to  know  whether 
there  was  anything  to  it. 

Lord  Charnwood  concluded  his  letter  thus: 

I  feel  almost  ashamed  to  have  filled  up  my  letter  with 
questions  which  are  of  no  importance  in  comparison 
with  the  actual  life  &  work  &  character  of  the  man  who 
was  any  way  Abraham  Lincoln  whoever  his  ancestors 
were. 

Never  afraid  to  ask  questions  or  hear  answers  that  might 
change  his  mind,  Lord  Charnwood  nevertheless  kept  his 
focus  always  on  the  essentials  of  Lincoln's  greatness. 


Lincoln  in  Photographs:  An  Album  of  Every  Known  Pose 
(1963),  which  he  wrote  with  Charles  Hamilton.  This  book, 
essential  to  even  the  smallest  Lincoln  library,  is  still  available 
from  the  University  of  Oklahoma  Press.  Hardly  a  week 
passes  in  which  the  staff  of  the  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln 
Library  and  Museum  fails  to  consult  this  fine  book  to  answer 
questions  about  Lincoln  photographs  and  the  many 
lithographs  and  engravings  inspired  by  them,  and  this  is 
surely  true  of  every  other  Lincoln  institution  as  well. 

Mr.  Ostendorfs  expertise  in  this  very  specialized  but 
popular  area  of  Lincolniana  has  been  widely  recognized. 
Lincoln  Memorial  University  awarded  him  the  Lincoln 
Diploma  of  Honor  in  1966.  Lincoln  College  awarded  him  an 
honorary  degree  (Litt.  D.)  in  1968,  and  Lincoln  Memorial 
University  added  another  (Art.  D.)  in  1974.  He  has  been  the 
art  editor  of  the  Lincoln  Herald  since  1957,  and  all  Lincoln 
students  are  familiar  with  the  wonderfully  varied  covers  he 
provides  for  that  quarterly  journal.  He  was  also  an  honorary 
member  of  the  National  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial 
Commission. 

Mr.  Ostendorf,  in  addition  to  illustrating  greeting  cards  and 
religious  materials,  maintains  his  interest  in  Lincolniana.  He 
recently  completed  a  painting  of  Lincoln's  stepmother  for  the 
Sarah  Bush  Lincoln  Health  Center  in  Mattoon,  Illinois. 
Another  recent  portrait  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  as  a  young 
woman  hangs  in  the  restored  Todd  home  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  Studying  photographs  in  order  to  determine  what 
historical  figures  looked  like  in  periods  when  no  photographs 
of  them  are  available  is  a  special  interest.  Mr.  Ostendorf  has 
also  been  working  on  three  books:  a  study  of  Lincoln  portraits 
from  life  (with  Harold  Holzer);  the  recollections  of  Mariah 
Vance,  a  Lincoln  family  maid  in  Springfield  (with  David 
Balsiger);  and  a  Lincoln  family  photograph  album  (with 
James  T.  Hickey). 

Over  the  years,  Mr.  Ostendorfs  interests  have  grown  from 
Lincoln's  physical  appearance  to  all  aspects  of  his  life.  His 
general  knowledge  and  his  special  expertise  make  him  a  most 
welcome  addition  to  the  advisory  board. 


Lloyd  Ostendorf  Joins  Bibliography  Committee 


Lloyd  Ostendorf  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  will  join  the  Bibliography 
Committee  which  passes  judgment  on  the  inclusion  of  items 
in  Lincoln  Lore's  Cumulative  Bibliography.  Born  in  Dayton 
on  June  23, 1921,  Mr.  Ostendorf  graduated  from  Stivers  High 
School  in  his  home  town  in  1939.  He  began  studying  art  after 
his  graduation.  He  attended  the  Dayton  Art  Institute  from 
1939  to  1941.  He  spent  the  summer  of  1940  in  New  York  City, 
studying  with  cartoonist  Milton  Caniff  and  his  associates.  In 
1941  Mr.  Ostendorf  enlisted  in  the  Army  Air  Corps,  with 
which  he  served  until  1945. 

The  war  interrupted  Mr.  Ostendorfs  career  in  illustration 
and  portrait  work  which  began  in  1939.  He  has  furnished  art 
work  for  many  different  publications  and  projects,  and  much 
of  it  has  focused  on  Abraham  Lincoln.  Fascinated  by  the 
"oddly  balanced  ruggedness  and  beauty"  of  Lincoln's  face,  he 
began  drawing  pictures  of  Lincoln  when  he  was  twelve  years 
old.  His  attention  naturally  turned  to  the  photographs  of 
Lincoln  which  he  copied  and  adapted.  Mr.  Ostendorf  got 
special  encouragement  in  his  work  from  Louis  A.  Warren,  one 
of  the  few  Lincoln  authorities  at  the  time  interested  in 
encouraging  work  with  Lincoln  pictures.  As  he  sought 
photographs  from  which  to  work,  Mr.  Ostendorf  also  came 
into  contact  with  Frederick  Hill  Meserve,  the  first  great 
student  and  collector  of  Lincoln  photographs.  Meserve  was 
"as  nice  as  an  old  man  could  be  to  a  young  man"  who  shared 
his  interest,  Mr.  Ostendorf  remembers. 

Mr.  Ostendorfs  first  book  A  Picture  Story  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  ( 1962),  a  biography  for  young  readers,  was  so  popular 
that  it  has  been  reissued  by  Lamplight  Publishing,  Inc.,  as 
Abraham  Lincoln:  The  Boy  and  the  Man.  His  next  work  was 


From  the  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 


FIGURE  5.  Lloyd  Ostendorf 
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A  fascination  with  Abraham  Lincoln  has  pervaded  the  work  of  Oakwood  artist  Lloyd 
Ostendorf,  shown  here  with  his  painting  of  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  the  stepmother  of  the  pres- 
ident. 

'A  fine  woman' 

Artist  gives  Lincoln's  stepmother  life 


By  MARY  McCARTY 
Staff  Writer 

Lloyd  Ostendorf 's  art  work  keeps 
the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  his  times  alive. 

The  Oakwood  resident,  a  free- 
lance artist  and  art  teacher,  has 
just  completed  a  painting  of  Lin- 
coln's stepmother,  Sarah  Bush 
Lincoln,  that  will  grace  the  halls  of 
an  IlUnois  medical  center  named  in 
her  honor. 

The  portrait  of  a  plainly  dressed 
but  pretty  young  woman  standing 
in  front  of  a  log  cabin  is  Ostendorf 's 
imaginative  interpretation  of  the 
way  that  Mrs.  Lincoln  would  have 
looked  as  Lincoln  first  knew  her. 
The  only  existing  photograph  of 
her  was  taken  in  old  age. 

Such  leaps  of  imagination  are  not 
uncommon  for  Ostendorf,  who 
painted  a  portrait  of  Lincoln's  real 
mother,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln, 
based  only  on  written  descriptions 
of  those  who  knew  her. 

Furthermore,  Ostendorf  has 
made  a  career  out  of  depicting,  in 
sketches  and  paintings,  real  or 
imagined  scenes  from  Lincoln's 
life. 

"I  think  I  have  a  record  of 
portraying  Lincoln,  in  drawings, 
paintings  and  cartoons,"  he  says. 

HE  STARTED  his  Lincoln  hobby 
at  the  age  of  12.  His  fascination 
with  Lincoln  the  man  began  as  an 
artist's  appreciation  for  his  face. 

"Through  my  art,  I  found  that  I 
liked  Lincoln's  face.  There's  just 


no  other  face  like  it.  I  became 
fascinated  in  drawing  Lincoln  and 
gradually  became  interested  in  the 
man  himself,"  he  says. 

What  makes  Lincoln,  as  an  in- 
dividual, so  interesting  and  worthy 
of  study? 

"He  was  the  most  revered  and 
possibly  the  greatest  of  our 
presidents,"  Ostendorf  says.  "He 
had  so  many  sides  as  a  man,  from 
huckster  to  drover  to  helper  of 
making  wagon  wheels.  He  was  also 
a  postmaster.  He  was  a  good  writer 
and  student  all  his  life." 

Lincoln's  fame  also  has  escaped 
the  personal  blemishes  that  make 
it  difficult  to  revere  other 
presidents  as  heroes. 

"We've  discovered  no  skeletons 
in  his  closet  yet,"  Ostendorf  says. 
"With  others,  we  have  something 
that  takes  the  glamour  out  of  them. 
Lincoln  had  his  faults,  but  he  was 
an  honest  man,  and  in  today's 
politics,  that's  something  quite 
rare." 

Lincoln's  genius  as  a  literary 
man  and  as  a  war  strategist  also 
make  him  unique,  he  says. 

OSTENDORF'S       STUDIO, 

crowded  with  photographs  of 
Lincoln  and  his  contemporaries, 
resembles  a  Lincoln  museum,  and 
he  owns  several  Lincoln  artifacts 
that  even  the  country's  most 
distinguished  history  museums 
would  envy.  One  of  these  is  the  first 
impression  out  of  the  mold  of  a  life 
mask  of  Lincoln  that  was  made 


only  a  few  months  before  his  death. 

Ostendorf  also  owns  an  im- 
pressive collection  of  Lincoln 
photographs.  Only  130  are  in 
existence. 

He  compiled  and  co-authored  a 
book,  "Lincoln  in  Photographs," 
with  all  the  existing  photographs  of 
Lincoln. 

"His  face  was  interesting  from 
every  angle,  as  if  it  were  pur- 
posefully created  by  God  to  be 
unlike  any  other  face,"  Ostendorf 
observes. 

From  October  through  May, 
Ostendorf  teaches  youth  and  adult 
art  classes  in  a  studio  located 
above  the  dance  studio  in  Kettering 
operated  by  his  wife,  Rita  Hoefler. 
The  combination  of  commercial 
art,  painting  and  teaching  has  been 
a  successful  mix  for  him. 

For  his  most  recent  work,  which 
will  be  delivered  to  the  Sarah  Bush 
Lincoln  Health  Center  next  week, 
Ostendorf  researched  the 
costumes  of  the  period. 

"This  is  hopefully  how  Lincoln 
would  have  remembered  her,"  he 
says. 

LINCOLN'S     STEPMOTHER 

exerted  a  powerful  influence  over 
his  life,  according  to  Ostendorf. 

"From  1820 on,  she  was  Lincoln's 
guiding  light,"  Ostendorf  says. 
"She  claimed  that  their  minds  ran 
in  the  same  channels.  She  fostered 
his  desire  to  read.  She  knew  that  he 
was  a  finer  man  than  her  own  sons. 
She  was  a  tall,  noble,  erect,  nice- 
looking  woman  with  ambition." 


Lincoln's  6-feet,  4-inch  frame  was  in  direct 
contrast  to  his  friend  standing  beside  him,  Rep. 
John  A.  Gurley  of  Cincinnati.  The  assemblage  was 
amused  when  Lincoln  joked,  "My  friends,  this  is 
the  long  of  it,"  pointing  to  himself,  and  then 
placing  his  hand  on  Gurley's  head,  "and  this  is  the 
short  of  it." 

At  a  speaker's  stand  alongside  the  tracks, 
Lincoln  commented  on  his  remarks,  "This  beautiful 
and  far-famed  Miami  Valley  is  the  garden  spot  of 
the  world." 

And  Mrs.  Lincoln  who  had  accompanied  him, 
wrote  to  a  close  friend  on  Oct.  2,  1859.  "Since  I  last 
wrote  to  you,  I  have  been  wandering.  Mr.  L.  and 
myself  visited  Columbus,  and  some  beautiful 
portions  of  Ohio  and  I  made  a  charming  visit  to 
Cincinnati." 

The  Lincolns  made  a  similiar  excursion 
through  Ohio  in  1861  for  his  inaugural  trip  to 
Washington  as  President-elect.  However,  on  this 
second  visit  his  train  did  not  come  through  Dayton 
but  bypassed  the  Gem  City,  going  from  Cincinnati 
to  Columbus  via  the  Little  Miami  Railroad. 

Recently  there  came  to  light  a  small  relic  from 
the  beginning  of  his  historic  train  ride  to  the 
nation's  Capitol  —  a  piece  of  paper  now  in  the 
author's  collection. 

On  it  he  wrote: 

A.  Lincoln 

Springfield,  Illinois 

Feb.  11,  1861 


Accompanying  his  signature  was 
usually  (he  written  date  in  his  notes 
and  letters,  but  his  autographs  rarely 
bore  the  name  of  his  hometown  as 
well.  This  particular  autograph  was 
probably  signed  upon  request  of  a 
friend  just  before  he  entrained  for  Washington.  It 
was  the  day  before  his  52nd  birthday.  More 
importantly,  no  other  such  autograph  to  a  well 
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Lincoln's  autograph  dated  the 
day  he  left  for  Washington 


Old  photograph  signed  by  Lincoln 


Artist's  conception  of  Lincoln 
delivering  his  farewell  speech 


wisher  of  that  time  and  date  is  known  to  exist.  The 
collected  chronology  of  Lincoln's  writings 
indicates  that  no  other  signatures  of  his  are  extant 
from  Feb.  8,  to  March  1,  1861.  Naturally,  traveling 
by  train,  and  making  public  appearances  along  his 
inaugural  route  left  little  or  no  time  for  him  to 
practice  his  penmanship. 

This  rare  signature  is  also  authenticated  by  the 
man  who  received  it,  B.A.  Phillips.  In  Chicago,  two 
days  later,  he  signed  the  bottom  of  the  paper 
himself  when  he  presented  it  to  his  friend,  R.J. 
Mason.  He  wrote: 

The  autograph  of  President  Lincoln.  You  can 
rely  upon  it  as  original  and  genuine  beyond  any 
doubt. 

(Signed)  Respectfully,  B.A.  Phillips 

Chicago,  February  13,  1861 


It  turned  out  that  the  aggressive  autograph 
seeker  Phillips  was  an  insurance  agent,  age 
35,  who  with  his  wife,  Mary,  were  the 
parents  of  three  daughters.  All  of  them  but 
the  youngest  girl,  according  to  the  census, 
were  born  in  Ohio.  The  Chicago  gentleman 
who  received  the  Lincoln  autograph,  Mr.  R.J. 
Mason,  has  not  been  identified.  But  his  descendants 
must  have  cherished  it  for  many  years  in  Illinois 
before  it  found  a  home  in  Dayton. 

Lincoln  seldom  signed  his  full  name,  except  on 
legal  documents,  etc.,  The  familiar  "A.  Lincoln" 
was  his  usual  method  of  identification  written 
under  his  photographs  or  on  his  letters.  Today,  not 
all  of  Lincoln's  signatures  and  writings  have  found 
their  way  into  museums  and  institutions.  Those  that 
still  remain  in  private  hands,  or  are  retained  as 
family  keepsakes,  have  become  increasingly  scarce 
and  valuable.  The  historical  significance  and  rarity 
of  the  writing  determines  its  worth. 

As  President-elect,  early  in  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln 
apparently  became  more  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
his  days  at  his  home  in  Springfield  were  dwindling 
down  to  a  precious  few.  Soon  he  would  embark  on 
his  long  journey  to  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  task 
of  the  presidency.  He  never  knew  if  he  would 
return  home  again.  Indeed,  he  must  have  had  a 
premonition  of  his  fate.  In  his  sentimental  farewell 
address  to  the  townspeople,  he  must  have  felt  the 
possibility  of  a  Civil  War,  and  remarked  in  his 
address: 

"I  now  leave,  not  knowing  when,  or  whether 
ever  I  may  return,  with  a  task  before  me  greater 
than  that  which  rested  upon  Washington  .  .  ." 
Another  similiar  memento  in  the  author's 
collection  is  a  photograph  signed  by  Lincoln.  The 
picture  was  taken  by  Springfield  cameraman,  Chris 
German,  a  few  days  before  Lincoln  left  Springfield. 
Lincoln  thoughtfully  wrote  under  the  image, 

A.  Lincoln,  Springfield,  III.,  January  26,  1861. 

Here  again  he  very  likely  wanted  to  identify  his 
hometown  of  25  years  with  his  name.  This  portrait 
shows  him  with  his  new  whiskers,  started  in 
November,  1860,  the  way  he  was  to  look  after 
becoming  our  first  bearded  president. 

So  it  is  that  Lincoln's  keepsakes  appropriately 
bring  to  mind  that  he  passed  this  way  and  can  be 
remembered  with  his  journey  to  immortality. 
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OWN  AN  ORIGINAL  PAINTING! 

—  ORIGINAL  ILLUSTRATIONS  MADE  TO  SUIT  YOUR  INTERESTS.  .  . 

*    Here  is  your  chance  to  acquire  a 
custom-made  picture  produced 
from  your  own  ideas  and 
photographs .  .  . 

Many  collectors,  historians,  and 
Civil  War  buffs  have  had  pictures 
made  like  the  samples  shown  . . . 
place  your  order  for  a  picture  now. 

Our  specialty  —  photographic  and 
historical  realism  in  each  picture. 

ORDER  YOUR  OSTENDORF  ORIGINAL; 
SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 


AN  HISTORIC  INCIDENT  PICTURED 


A  Civil  War  Soldier  Put  Back  In  Uniform 
Bv  Artist  Ostendorf. 


President  Lincoln  In  Conference 

with  Adm.  Porter,  Gen.  Sherman 

and  Gen.  Grant  Feb.  3,  1865. 


Lloyd  Ostendorf 

Nationally  known  Lincoln  Artist, 

Author,  Illustrator,  Portrait  Painter, 

Civil  War  and  Lincoln  Picture  Specialist. 


FOR  INFORMATION  CALL  OR  WRITE  TO: 
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"ofaxsr&s  PICTURE  *  STUDIO 


225  LOOKOUT  DRIVE       DAYTON,  OHIO  45419 
Telephone  —  513  —  293-9234 


EXAMPLES  OF  LLOYD  OSTENDORFS  INK  AND  WASH   PAINTINGS 


Lawyer  Lincoln  Traveling 
The  Circuit  In  Illinois. 


HISTORIC  OHIO  INCIDENT 


A  Specially  Commissioned  Soldier 
Illustration. 

HAVE  YOUR  FAMILY  FORBEARER 
PORTRAYED  IN  UNIFORM. 


Darnel's  Leap  and  Escape 

From  the  Indians  at  Little 

Miami  River  Gorge. 


End  Of  The  Day  In 

Lincoln's  White  House  Office. 

The  President  With  His 

Youngest  Son,  Tad. 


When  Photographs  Were  Never  Taken  of  Historic  Incidents, 
We  Attempt  to  Fill  That  Need  with  Realistic  Portrayals  of  Such 
Incidents  Worth  "Capturing"  with  Artwork.  If  Your  Family 
Forebearers  were  Acquainted  with  Famous  Men,  Let  Us  Portray 
the  Event  with  a  Painting. 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF  PORTRAITS  AND  PAINTINGS,  CALL  ON  US 


President  Lincoln  Speaking  at 
Gettysburg  In  1863,  Where  A 
Close-Up  Photo  Was  Never  Taken. 


Lincoln  And  His  War  Secretary 
Stanton,  Whom  He  Called  "Mars." 
Originally  Done  As  Cover  Art  For 
The  Lincoln  Herald,  Purchased 
By  A  Collector. 


Water  Color  Or  Pastel  Portraits 
And  Scenes  Also  Our  Specialty. 


Full  Color,  Life  Size  Print  Available. 
Limited,  Signed  and  Numbered  Edition 
Of  This  Oil  Portrait  of  President  Lincoln. 


EXAMPLES  OF  OSTENDORFS  ART  WORK 


A  Profile  Ink  and  Wash 
Painting  of  President  Lincoln. 


Gen.  George  Rogers  Clark 

Oil  Painting  By  Ostendorf  1 976 

Hangs  in  Governor's  Mansion, 

Springfield,  Illinois. 


CIVIL  WAR  MILITARY  PICTURES 


Col.  U.S.  Grant  With  His  Horse. 

As  He  Appeared  Early  in  The 

Civil  War  in  Illinois. 
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Southern  Soldier 

J.D.  Edgar  in  Uniform 

Posed  Formally.  Picture  Done 

For  His  Descendant  From 

A  Faded  Old  Photo. 


Journey 

to 
Greatness 


By  Lloyd  Ostendorf 

This  year  marks  the  175th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  it  seems 
fitting  and  proper  to  note  some 
relics  and  reminders  associated 
with  his  journey  to  greatness. 
To  Americans  before  1858,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  not  much  more  than  a  prairie  lawyer,  a 
one-term  congressman  with  no  great  credits 
to  his  career,  until  he  became  associated 
with  Illinois  Senator,  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
As  rival  candidates  for  the  U.S.  Senate,  the 
Lincoln  and  Douglas  joint  debates  of  1858 
made  "Honest  Abe"  a  nationally  known 
figure.  Their  political  swings  through  Ohio, 
with  speeches  by  Douglas  closely  followed 
by  those  of  Lincoln  in  the  fall  of  1859,  were 
an  extension  of  their  famous  debates  of  the 
previous  year. 

As  history  records,  Douglas  won  the  senate 
seat  but  lost  the  bigger  contest  for  the 
presidency  to  Lincoln  in  the  I860  elections. 

When  Douglas  made  his  whirlwind 
political  tour  through  southern  Ohio  in 
1859,  he  spoke  in  Columbus  on  Sept.  7,  then 
made  a  stop  in  Dayton  on  the  8th  and  went 
on  to  Cincinnati  for  an  address  on  the  9th. 

The  "Little  Giant,"  as  he  was  called,  spent 
the  night  in  Dayton.  Though  not  generally 
known,  he  stayed  at  the  downtown  residence 
of  Dr.  Edwin  Smith,  whose  old  home  still 
stands  today  at  131  W.  Third  St.,  known  as 
the  Dayton  Bicycle  Club. 

Mr.  Lincoln  followed  Douglas'  trail  and 
answered  his  speeches  with  his  own  political 
beliefs.  He  spoke  in  Columbus  Sept.  16  and 
arrived  in  Dayton  before  noon,  Sept.  17. 
There  he  spoke  briefly  from  a  balcony  at  the 
Phillips  House  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
Third  and  Main  streets.  At  2  p.m.,  he  gave 
his  main  address  in  front  of  the  Old 
Courthouse  and  after  two  hours,  he  boarded 
the  southbound  train  at  the  Union  Depot  and 
headed  for  Cincinnati  for  his  evening 
address  there. 

The  colorful  fall  foliage  and  scenic 
countryside  must  have  impressed  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lincoln  during  their  trip  through  Ohio. 
There  was  also  a  brief  train  stop  along  the 
canal  at  Hamilton,  Ohio  and  Lincoln 
appeared  to  the  crowd  on  the  back  platform 
of  the  train. 

Lloyd  Osteadorf  is  an  artist,  lives  in  Oa  k- 
wood  and  has  written  five  books  on  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 


c 


I 

I 


New  Emblem 

Every  organization  needs  a 
symbol.  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  a 
free-lance  professional  artist, 
from  Dayton,  Ohio,  has  given 
this  drawing  of  the  young  Lin- 
coln to  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Boy  Scout  Council.  Ostendorf, 
a  friend  of  Dr.  Wayne  C.  Tem- 
ple, a  member  of  the  Lincoln 
Trail  Hike  Committee  and  an 
active  Scouter  in  the  Council, 
has  given  the  council  custody 
of  this  drawing.  Ostendorf  is 
an  outstanding  Lincoln  artist, 
serves  as  art  editor  of  "The 
Lincoln  Herald,"  and  has  writ- 
ten three  books  on  Lincoln,. 
He  has  also  served  as  a  Scout- 
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'Aging  Lincoln' to  help 
tourism  dollars  in  area 


The  Central  Illinois  Tourism  Coun- 
cil presents  an  exciting  program  fea- 
turing internationally  renowned  Lin- 
coln artist  Lloyd  Ostendorf  and  world 
famous  Lincoln  historian  Dr.  Wayne 
C.  Temple,  Thursday,  October  16, 
1986  1  p.m.,  at  the  Decatur  Civic  Cen- 
ter. This  very  special  program  will  be 
one  of  Mr.  Ostendorf  s  rare  public  ar- 
tistic performances.  It's  free  and 
open  to  the  public.  Doors  open  at  12: 
40  p.m. 

Gifted  artist  and  photographer, 
Lloyd  Ostendorf  will  present  promo- 
tional ideas  for  generating  tourism 
dollars  in  central  Illinois,*  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's Country.  He  will  also  discuss 
his  long  fascination  with  Abraham 
Lincoln  the  boy  and  the  man,  while 
drawing  a  picture  of  Lincoln  that  ages 
before  your  very  eyes:      !;■.- 

Chief  Deputy  Director  of  the  Il- 
linois State  Archives,  Dr.  Wayne  C. 
Temple  will  be  there  to  answer  any 
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Manhunts*  ® 

7:30  ONLYI  OPEN  7:00 


:  HOW  THRU  THIMU. : 


ARMED  AND 
DANGEROUS 
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and  all  questions  about  Lincoln's  as- 
sociation with  any  community  or 
county  in  the  central  Illinois  area.  In 
the  unlikely  event  someone  "stumps" 
him,  he  will  research  the  question  and 
provide  the  answer  by  mail  at  a  later 
date.  Retired  Lietenant  General  Tem- 
ple, who  commanded  the  Illinois 
State  Militia,  will  be  in  full  uniform.  \ 

An  original  art  drawing  of  Lincoln, 
and  a  signed  (1  of  500)  Lincoln  col- 
ored print  ($150  value),  plus  three  au- 
tographed copies  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
The  boy  The  Man  will  be  given1  as  at- 
tendance door  prizes.  Free  refresh- 
ments will  be  available.  j.i 

Lincoln  look-alike,  Charles  Oft,  will 
preside  as  President  Lincoln. "    '   •• 

Mr.  Ostendorfs  "aging  Lincoln" 
drawing  which  he  does  very  rarely, 
will  be  auctioned  off  as  a  fundraiser 
for  the  Central  Illinois  Tourism 
cil  at  the  enddf  the  program. 
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Noted  Lincoln  collector 
will  be  Lincoln  Day  speaker 


An  interesting  program  has 
been  planned  for  the  annual  Lin- 
coln Day  observance  Sunday  hon- 
oring the  birthday  anniversary  of 
our  16th  president. 

Featured  speaker  will  be  noted 
artist,  author  and  lecturer  Lloyd 
Ostendorf  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Ohio  Art  Institute 
and  is  the  holder  of  a  doctorate 
degree  from  the  Lincoln  College  of 
Illinois. 

For  over  50  years  Ostendorf  has 
been  compiling  Lincoln  history 
and  memorabilia.  He  is  the  author 
of  several  books  on  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  is  widely  known  for  his 
artwork  of  Lincoln.  He  has  the 
largest  collection  of  Lincoln  photo- 
graphs in  the  United  States. 

He  has  received  many  presti- 
gious awards  for  his  Lincoln  re- 
search in  the  United  States  and  is 
a  fellow  in  the  Royal  Society  of 
Arts  in  London. 

In  addition,  to  the  featured 
speaker,  the  program  will  include 
music  by  the  Forest  Park  High 
School  chorus  and  ceremonies  to 
honor  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his 
family,  plus  the  annual  pilgrim- 
age to  lay  the  wreath  on  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln's  grave.  The  La- 
fayette Springs  Chapter  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution  of 


Things  I  Hear 

by  Helen  Mason 
Mendenhall 


Perry  County  has  traditionally 
had  charge  each  year  of  this  part 
of  the  program. 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend 
the  program  that  starts  at  2  p.m. 
CST  Sunday  at  the  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  Memorial  Chapel  at  Lin- 
coln City. 
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"The  party  out  there  needed  money  and  wanted 
$25,000,  but  Swanson  eventually  bought  the  bearded 
version  for  $7,000,"  Ostendorf  said.  "He  now  owns  both 
of  them.  The  thing  is,  we  found  them  unbeknownst  to 
each  other." 

Swanson  was  able  to  locate  records  of  Jenkins,  an 
itinerant  painter,  in  Kentucky  and  Washington,  D.C.  A 
crucial  piece  of  evidence  was  a  Jenkins  signature  that 
matched  the  handwriting  on  the  back  of  the  Illinois  and 
Oregon  paintings. 

Ostendorf's  expertise  was  useful  in  his  knowledge  of 
the  119  separate  photographs  made  of  Lincoln  —  39 
beardless,  80  with  the  beard  he  grew  in  November  1860. 
Artists  commonly  used  photographs  as  models,  but  the 
pose  in  the  two  paintings  did  not  match  any  known  pho- 
tograph. 

"There  were  only  two  photographs  of  Lincoln  in  1856, 
and  this  did  not  match  either  of  them,"  Ostendorf  ex- 
plained. "It's  kind  of  a  find.  We  thought  there  had  been 
no  painting  before  Lincoln  became  rather  famous." 

Ostendorf  said  he  made  his  judgment  solely  on  the 
bearded  version. 

"I  realized  it  was  a  stylized,  lifelike  work,"  he  said.  "It 
has  primitive  qualities,  but  the  guy  (Jenkins)  was  no 
slouch.  He  saw  Lincoln  and  did  it  better  than  most  artists. 
This  doesn't  seem  to  resemble  anything  but  itself.  It  has  a 
lot  of  realism,  not  much  prettying  up." 

The  two  scholars  surmise  that  Jenkins,  the  artist,  cop- 
ied the  1856  portrait  and  added  the  beard,  10  years  later, 
for  a  prominent  Lincoln,  III.,  land  speculator,  James 


Primm,  whose  family  possessed  it  ever  afterward. 

The  Illinois  family  that  had  kept  the  beardless  original 
was  descended  from  William  Henry  Mann,  the  artist's 
brother-in-law. 

A  Lincoln  watcher  since  he  was  14  years  old,  Osten- 
dorf said  he  sold  much  of  his  famed  Lincoln  collection  — 
including  five  signed  photographs  —  in  1986  to  the  Lin- 
coln National  Life  Foundation  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  for  "a 
pretty  good  figure." 

"I  had  always  worked  for  myself  and  had  no  retire- 
ment fund,"  he  said.  "They  paid  me  so  well,  I  picked  up  a 
couple  more  things  since  then.  I'm  like  a  magnet.  People 
are  always  calling,  wanting  appraisals  or  to  sell  me 
something." 

He  said  he  and  Swanson,  whom  he  has  not  met  in 
person,  were  careful  in  documenting  the  two  paintings 
because  they  knew  other  Lincoln  scholars  could  be  skep- 
tical. 

"But  with  a  Lincoln  artifact,  you  take  some  of  it  on 
faith,"  Ostendorf  said.  "If  things  look  right,  you  get  a  gut 
feeling." 

One  of  the  Lincoln  qualities  he  likes,  Ostendorf  said,  is 
that  the  president  "looks  different  in  almost  every  pic- 
ture. Any  picture  of  Grant,  they  all  look  the  same." 

Ostendorf  said  he  doesn't  purchase  Lincoln  paintings 
"because  I  can  do  my  own."  Could  there  be  more  materi- 
al still  out  there  someplace? 

"It's  unbelievable,  but  stuff  keeps  turning  up,"  Osten- 
dorf said.  That's  what  is  so  much  fun  about  it.  I  don't 
think  that  kind  of  memorabilia  will  come  up  on  Kennedy 
or  anybody  else." 


JAN  UNDERWOOD  STAfF  PHOTOGRAPHER 


A  sketch  for  Presidents  Day 

Students  at  Lincoln  IGE  Magnet  School  learned 
more  about  the  building's  namesake  recently 
when  local  Lincoln  scholar,  Lloyd  Ostendorf, 
visited  the  school  as  part  of  Presidents  Day  activi- 


ties. Ostendorf  talked  about  the  life  and  times 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  he  sketched  a  portrait  of 
the  nation's  16th  president.  The  school,  at  401 
Nassau  St.,  plans  to  display  the  drawing. 
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Honest  —  town  considering 
305-foot  statue  of  Lincoln 


Illinois  backers  plan  on 

tourist  hot  spot,  but 

foes  fear  it's  bad  taste 

Associated  Press 

''  LINCOLN,  111.  -  Abraham 
Lincoln's  ties  to  Illinois  already  are 
honored  on  everything  from  state 
license  plates  to  commemorative 
quarters,  but  a  small-town  group 
is  working  on  an  even  bigger  trib- 
ute. 

A  305-foot  monument  of  the 
former  U.S.  president  —  as  tall  as 
the  Statue  of  Liberty  —  has  been 
proposed  in  his  namesake  town  of 
15,000  people. 

That's  more  than  230  feet  high- 
er than  Texas'  tallest  statue  —  the 
Dallas  Zoo  giraffe  off  Interstate  35, 
which  is  6T/2  feet.  That's  about 
half  a  foot  taller  than  the  statue  of 
Sam  Houston  off  Interstate  45 
near  Huntsville. 

ffi  In  Illinois,  supporters  think  the 
'$40  million  Lincoln  statue  could 
ultimately  anchor  a  massive 
theme  park,  blending  historical 
exhibits  with  rides,  restaurants 
and  other  attractions. 

"If  we  get  the  money,  I  think 
you'll  see  it  go,  and  I  think  you'll 
;see  it  become  one  of  the  biggest 
tourist  attractions  in  America," 
said  the  Rev.  S.M.  Davis,  a  Lincoln 
pastor  who  first  suggested  the 
monument. 

1  But  the  idea  has  met  skepticism 
in  Lincoln,  where  some  townspeo- 
ple worry  that  the  statue,  which 
would  be  visible  for  about  20 
miles,  might  be  in  bad  taste.  Oth- 
ers question  whether  the  rural  ar- 
ea could  pull  off  a  project  so  big 
that  organizers  predict  it  could 
double  Lincoln's  population  with- 
in five  years. 

"Most  of  the  people  I  talk  to 
think  it's  a  joke,"  said  Don  Loren,  a 
downtown  barber  for  54  years. 

But  stranger  things  have  hap- 
pened in  the  growing  amusement 
industry,  said  Art  Schutte  of  Inter- 
national Theme  Park  Services,  a 
Cincinnati-based  firm  working 
with  Lincoln  statue  supporters. 

"Remember  Branson?"  Mr. 
_SjJTuttg_saidJjeferring  to  the  small 


Associated  Press 

A  drawing  shows  the  proposed  monument  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  Lincoln,  111.  It  would  be  visible  for  about  20  miles. 


Missouri  town  that  has  become  a 
country  music  mecca.  'You  just 
never  know." 

Mr.  Davis  first  floated  the  idea 
about  21/s  years  ago,  and  a  com- 
munity group  was  appointed  to 
solicit  the  corporate  donations  for 
the  project.  Then  the  nation's 
economy  soured  and  the  World 
Trade  Center  towers  fell,  raising 
concerns  about  adding  new  terror- 
ism targets,  said  Larry  Steffens, 
chairman  of  the  group. 

With  the  economy  showing 
signs  of  recovery,  supporters  re- 
cently renewed  their  sales  pitch. 
Mr.  Steffens  said  one  company  is 
already  "very  interested,"  and  Mr. 
Schutte  thinks  several  might  be 
willing  to  invest  in  exchange  for 
naming  rights. 

The  steel  and  fiberglass  statue 
would  be  patterned  after  a  Lloyd 
Ostendorf  painting   that   shows 


Lincoln  christening  the  town  with 
watermelon  juice  in  1853,  Mr. 
Steffens  said. 

Though  organizers  hope  to 
match  the  height  of  the  Statue  of 
Liberty,  Mr.  Steffens  said  the  Lin- 
coln statue  may  be  smaller  be- 
cause of  air  traffic  and  the  torna- 
does that  threaten  the  area  every 
spring. 

The  initial  phase,  which  would 
take  about  two  years,  also  would 
put  replicas  of  two  wooden  barrels 
behind  Lincoln  —  10-story  build- 
ings that  could  house  museums, 
shops  and  restaurants,  Mr.  Stef- 
fens said. 

Tourism  officials  think  the  stat- 
ue would  be  an  economic  boon  for 
both  Lincoln,  which  already  has  a 
replica  of  a  Lincoln-era  court- 
house and  a  Lincoln  College  muse- 
um with  $2.2  million  of  memora- 
bilia. 
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Artwork  to  designate  Lincoln  sites 

By  CONNIE  SEASTEDT  -  For  the  Herald  &  Review 

LINCOLN  -  About  30  years  ago,  Lester  Sheridan  of  the  Logan  County  Abraham  Lincoln  Heritage  Foundation 
had  well-known  Lincoln  artist  Lloyd  Ostendorf  draw  scenes  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  life  in  Logan  County. 

Sheridan  hoped  the  prints  could  be  used  to  help  promote  the  historical  landmarks  of  Logan  County. 

Sheridan's  dream  has  become  a  reality  as  colorized  prints  of  Ostendorf  s  work  will  designate  25  historical  sites  in 
Lincoln,  Middletown,  Elkhart,  Mount  Pulaski  and  Atlanta  known  as  the  Lincoln  Legacy  Trail,  said  Paul  Beaver, 
Looking  for  Lincoln  chairman. 

The  signs,  which  will  cost  about  $900  each,  will  be  paid  for  through  sponsors,  Beaver  said. 

"Now  with  the  (Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and  Museum)  in  Springfield,  there  is  a  lot  of  activity 
involving  Lincoln,  along  with  his  bicentennial  coming  up,  so  this  is  a  way  to  publicize  Logan  County  and  make 
sure  our  part  of  the  county  is  not  forgotten  as  a  place  where  Lincoln  spent  much  of  his  time,"  Beaver  said. 

The  paper  illustrations  from  Ostendorf  are  being  scanned  into  a  fiberglass  1 6-by-24-inch  frame  with  the  help  of 
the  historical  groups  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Logan  County  Lincoln  group. 

Beaver  hopes  the  first  sign  will  be  up  by  October.  The  entire  project  is  likely  to  take  the  next  couple  of  years, 
with  signs  being  put  up  as  they  are  ready  and  sponsored. 

"We  know  where  we  would  like  to  put  them,  such  as  by  the  Logan  County  Courthouse  and  other  historical 
spots,"  Beaver  said.  "I  would  also  like  to  have  a  map  placed  by  the  courthouse  that  acts  as  a  travel  guide  and 
points  out  where  each  sign  is,  so  then  people  can  go  to  a  sight  and  say,  'This  is  what  Lincoln  did  here.'  " 

One  sign  will  picture  Lincoln  paying  his  taxes  at  a  location  across  from  the  Logan  County  Courthouse. 

"We  hope  these  will  help  young  people  who  can  look  and  see  what  Lincoln  did,"  Beaver  said.  "We  want  to  get 
other  people  interested  and  think  this  is  the  way  to  do  so." 

Beaver  hopes  to  expand  the  signs  to  Bloomington  and  Decatur  and  continue  to  promote  Lincoln  connections  in 
the  three  locations. 

"Most  of  the  Lincoln  tourists  come  from  Chicago,  and  this  way  they  could  add  an  extra  day  onto  their 
adventure,"  Beaver  said.  "With  all  this  interest  in  Lincoln  right  now,  it's  time  to  talk  and  learn  more  about  our 
heritage." 

Connie  Seastedt  can  be  reached  at  seastedtfamily@yahoo.com. 
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